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Matthew 12:28-32 “Then some of the scribes and Pharisees told Jesus, “Teacher, we want to see a sign 
from you.” But he replied to them, “An evil and adulterous generation craves a sign. Yet no sign will be giv-
en to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah, because just as Jonah was in the stomach of the sea crea-
ture for three days and three nights, so the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth for three days and 
three nights. The men of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment and condemn the people living today, be-
cause they repented at the preaching of Jonah. But look—something greater than Jonah is here! The 
queen of the south will stand up and condemn the people living today, because she came from so far away 
to hear the wisdom of Solomon. But look! Something greater than Solomon is here!” 

The exchange that Jesus has with the Pharisees is rightly believed to mean that the real sign of His 
ministry will be the resurrection, and so it is. We rejoice because the Son of God not only submitted to 
death for our sake, but He was also raised by the power of the Father. God confirms His Word through the 
Son, and lets us know that He was given for our salvation, and that He will complete His work, for He is 
Alive Forevermore! 

But we also should see that He is proclaimed for a surprising group of people. The Queen of Sheba, 
and the Ninevites that Jonah was sent to, were all people outside of Israel. Jesus is proclaiming that the 
people who know God should see that God is reaching out to seek and save the lost who do not know Him 
yet. If you enjoyed Easter worship, if you know that there is a ‘place prepared for you’ by the death and 
resurrection of Our Lord, then you must understand that this is “Good News for all People.” Jesus came as 
messiah not just to the children of Israel, but to bring this news to all the world. There is a broken, hurting 
world out there, with many people far from God and hope. It is our work in this life to tell others about the 
salvation that we know.                                                                                                                         Pro-
claim the Risen Lord Today, 
Pastor Harley 

Worship in April 
April 1   Easter Sunday  Youth Service 9am,  
      10:30am Choir Cantata, “Up From the Grave” 
April 8   ‘Go and See’   Matthew 28:1-10   Holy Communion 
April 15  ‘Contradictory’    Acts 4:8-20 
April 22  ‘A Living, Spreading Love’  Romans 5:16-21 
April 29  Lay Speaker 

Pastors Bible Study 
On Tuesdays in April, we will be continuing our 
study in the Book of Mark. Many times in this study, 
we will highlight how the text was heard when it was 
read aloud, and what places were people expected 
to respond to the hearing and how. This perspective 
helps us to hear the gospel in a fresh way, and to 
come a little closer to hearing it with the first gener-
ation of Christians.  

Come and be a part of the study, Tuesdays, 
10:30am in the Crosstrainers Room. 

Nursing Home Worship 
I must warn you, if you come to help with Nursing 
Home worship, you are likely to want to come back 
again and again! It is a blessing to be in prayer and 
song with these indoor friends.  
Worship will be held: 
Wed, April 18, 1030am St. Luke’s Assisted Living at 
Thurs, April 19, 930am Minerva Eldercare,  
     1030am at the Arbors 

You are invited to participate. 

Pastor’s Vacation 
Pastor Harley will be on vacation April 25

th
 to April 30

th
, if you have a pastoral emergency, call the church 

office, 330-868-4940 



Recent Prayers:, Brody Hollar, Jeff Mitzel, Jordan 
Heckert, Lucas Murphy, Austin Criner, Paul Davis, 
Quincy Wheeler, Cathy Blitz, Otis Lutz, Carl Pearson, 
Cindy Wheeler, Clay Staib, Carole LeBeau, Claire 
Springer, Family of Ruth Feiock, Dolly Lowry, Rod & Mel-

ody Romano, Jim, Cindy Catlett, Criss Kienzle, Becky Snyder, Pastor Harley & Cindy & 
Family, Dean Holland & Family , Mary O’Brien & Family, Diane Binnig, Marty & Carol 
Chapman, Orin Slack, Grace Lutz 
Continued Prayer:  Jeff Adams, Kelly Berta, Dave Bondurant, Corina Brence, Edward Buckley, Barb 
Bratu, Baby Caelan & Family, Bob Cinson, Jeff Dine, Skyler Duffie, Ruth Felger, Ruth & Virgil Feiock, 
Frank Gotschall, Jim & Paula Hanna, Chuck Hart, Susie Hawk, Bob Hawkins, Mary Ellen Hawkins, Her-
bert Family, Harriet Jones, George Keyser, Susan Kowars, Debbie Kraft, Ellen Mary Kump, Linda, Cin-
dy Lanning, Jerry Lewis, Dolly Lowry, Jess Lowry, Madison, Wanda Manley, Oscar Marteney, Jim 
McCully, Roger McDaniel, Dorothy Middleton, Ed Miller, Margie Miller, Richard Miller, Minerva UMC’s 
Food Program, Jeff Mitzel, Kaye Nightingale, Ron Nightingale, Matt & Kim Oberholtzer  Irene 
Ochsenbine, Ronnie Phillips, Liam Ramsell, Tyler Roach, Greg Rorie, Jeanette Snider, Rick & Missy 
Spall Family, Marie Stauffer-Rossi, Corey Sells, Katie Shipley, Roland Smith, Clyde Snider, Jeanette 
Snider, Kelly Buck Vaughn, Sandi Wagner, Steve Warth, Jerry Weber 
Loss of Loved One:  Families of the Plain Local School District, Families of the Kent Roosevelt 
School District, Families of Perry Local Schools, Family of the Aaron & Kevin Laudermilt, Family of Car-
rie Norris, Pastor Harley/Cindy&Family Families of Florida School shooting, Families of Jackson Local 
Schools, Family of Richard McDaniel, Family of Marion Fahey, Laurie & Walt McClellan & Family, Fam-
ilies of Northwest Local Schools, Family of Pastor Dave West 
Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  AC3 Nicholas G. Albery (San Diego, CA), Jesse Clark (Fort Polk Louisi-
ana), Lewis Gibson (Korea), Matthew-Air Force & Taylor (Maurer) Kaser (Germany), Aaron King, Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer 
(Coast Guard), Josh Miller(USS Mercy, Pacific Ocean), Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), SA Devin Pennock (Great 
Lakes, IL; Navy), Mitch Soles (Fort Sam Houston, TX; Navy), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (Navy train-
ing), Justin C. Zeedrich 

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church  
office and/or Jennie McClellan (330-868-6834) or Barb Brown (330-868-7691) with your request.   

Your request will be handled with great care and will be passed along the chains and  
referred to the church office for email purposes.   Blessings to you all. 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 

Please accept my apologies for having neglected to list the condolences in the past few newsletters.  
The following is an updated list. 

Our Sincere Condolences to: 

 
Janice Huhn & Family on the passing of her husband, Peter Huhn, on December 2, 2017. 
 
Judy Mitzel & Family on the passing of her mother, Iona Boyce, on December 11, 2017. 
 
Jeff Beshore & Family on the passing of his uncle, David Beshore, on December 21, 2017. 
 
The Family of Mary (Ellis) McGowan,  Mary passed away on December 23, 2017. 
 
Pastor Harley &  Family on the passing of his mother, Jean Wheeler, on January 5, 2018. 
 
Roger & Sally McDaniel & Family on the passing of Roger’s brother, Richard McDaniel on February 1, 2018. 
 
Laurie & Walt McClellan & Family on the passing of Laurie’s mother, Gerry Fry on February 21, 2018. 
 
Peter & Susan Fahey & Family on the passing of Peter’s mother, Marion Fahey on February 22, 2018. 
 
Rod & Melody Romano & Family on the passing of Rod’s mother, Margaret Romano on March 12, 2018. 
 
Pastor Harley & Family on the passing of his uncle, Kenneth Wheeler on March 16, 2018. 
 
Virgil Feiock & Family on the passing of his wife, Ruth on March 17, 2018. 
 
Dean Holland & Family on the passing of his mother, Grace “Peg” Holland on March 22, 2018. 
 
Mary O’Brien & Family on the passing of her mother, Fanny Jontony on March 24, 2018. 



April Anniversaries 
April 4  Gary & Kay Stoffer 
April 8  Kory & Emily Swope 
April 12 Paul & Donna Kail 
April 25 Matt & Ashley Zahn 

April Birthdays 
1 Ryan Hawk, Joni Mitzel 
4 Jenny O’Brien, Isaac Borsh 
5 Ryan Smith 
6 Jamie Fankhauser, Angie Neidig 
7 Nina Mock, Cyndy Lawson, Taylor Zeedrich 
8 Susan Fahey 
10 Cali Clemens, Nicole Pittson 
11 Virgil Springer, Tammy Hoffster 
13 Justin Miller 
14 Austin Shepard 
15 Madison Hying 
17 Evan Greitzer, Chris Collins, Peyton Decker 
18 Karla Gareau, Denise Ward, Jennifer Jones 
19 Xavier Havlicek 
20 Duke Green, Karla Newman 
21 Derrick Haines, Rhys Davies 
22 Bob Lawson 
23 Kevin Bell, Mark Moore 
24 Denise Felger 
25 Kim Hale, Megan Pearson, Harvey Morgan 
26 Janet Witherspoon 
27 Spencer Mapes 
29 Heather Smith, Marc Ellis, Mary Phillips 
30 Sierra Newman, Peter Fahey, Matt Danner 

April Ushers 
Vernon Deininger, David Miller,  

Marty Mong, Logan Russo 
 

April Greeters 
April 1  Sally McDaniel 
April 8  Greg & Laurie Peach 
April 15 Mary Jo Wyatt 
April 22 Lynne Unkefer  
April 29 Jim & Renee Smith 
 

April Nursery Attendants 
April 1  Mary Staib 
April 8  Mary O’Brien 
April 15 Jessie & Hannah Kirkpatrick 
April 22 Renee Smith, Shelly Ridzon 
April 29 ?? 

A big thank you to those of you who sent me cards for 
my 97th birthday.  I felt bad Sunday when I spoiled your 
plans by coming in the wrong door.  I did not want to live 
that long, but I guess the good Lord thinks different.   
Margaret Gotschall 

We are still looking for a few compassionate folks 
to watch the little ones in the nursery on Sunday 
mornings.  We have a rotating schedule so you 
would not be obligated every Sunday.   
Please consider joining this part of the 
ministry of the Minerva UMC. 
 
April  
1 Jenna Daulbaugh, Alyssa Smith 
8 Mary Staib 
15  Mary O’Brien 
22 Renee Smith, Shelly Ridzon 
29 Carolynn Herstine, Tiffany Whitmer 
 
May 
6 Jenna Daulbaugh, Alyssa Smith 
13 Mary Staib 
20 Mary O’Brien 
27 Renee Smith, Shelly Ridzon 

Thank you! From Cindy and Pastor Harley for all the 
prayers, beautiful cards, and expressions of kindness 
after Cindy’s recent surgery. We appreciate all the love 
you have shown. 

To our Church Family,   Thank you for the beautiful 
flowers sent in memory of Gerry Fry (Laurie’s mom).  
We appreciate Pastor Harley & Cindy’s calls, attend-
ance at services and support.  Thanks to all the congre-
gation for your thoughts and prayers.  We are grateful 
for the calls & support from you all.   Sincerely,  Walt & 
Laurie McClellan, Leisa, Cristin & Families 

Thanks 
Dear MUMC family and friends,  Thank 
you so very much remembering our brother in 
law Richard McDaniel with his recent passing 
with cards and prayers. 
Also, for all the prayers, calls, cards and visits 
while Roger was in Aultman Hospital. Your 
words of encouragement for good health 
were greatly appreciated. GOD's loving and 
healing hands have Roger well again. 
In Christian love,  Sally and Roger McDaniel 
 

Thank you to all who provided cookies, treats, etc. and 
those who helped deliver for the Teacher / Staff Appre-
ciation Days.    All your efforts were appreciated! 

Thanks 

A heartfelt thank you to the SPR Committee and those 
at the Charge conference held for me.  You and this 
church are truly a blessing.  Again, thank you for your 
love and vote of confidence.  May God continue His 
Blessings on us all.   Pastor Ken Lewis 



We had another fantastic Produce Distribution Day on 
March 8th.  We served 208 families with 596 family 
members. 
God has put before us a huge challenge of joining in the 
fight against hunger.  Minerva UMC has taken on that 
challenge alongside the Akron-Canton Regional Food-

bank and we are giving it our all!  Do you realize with our upcoming April Dis-
tribution we have reached year #6!  Is that amazing or what?  Our first distribu-
tion was April 2012.  At that very first distribution we served 45 families with 
138 family members, and I kept thinking “Wow, this is huge!”  Now when I look 
at our numbers I think “Wow, this really is huge.  And thank you God for put-
ting us right here, right now.”  Thank you volunteers for sticking with this out-
reach!  I appreciate each and every one of you!   All the work you put in on 
Distribution Days is AMAZING!   Thank you! 
 

Emergency Pantry 
Our total of families served in February was 12 families with 37 family members.  So far in March we have 
served 21 families with 87 family members.  We continue to serve God by serving his people.  Thank you 
for your support. 
Blessings,  Cheryl 
 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program for Seniors 
In March we began our participation in the CSFP offered to us through the Akron-Canton Regional Food-
Bank.  This is a Federal Nutrition Assistance Program and currently will run through September 2018.  Ap-
plicants must be 60 years of age or above and have a gross monthly income at or below the guidelines pro-
vided. They must also be residents of Stark or Carroll County.  
People who participate in this program are still eligible for food help from the Minerva Area pantries. 
Each box contains: 4 cans of vegetables, 2 cans of fruit, 2 cartons of shelf stable milk, 2 bottles of juice, 2 
items of cereal, 1 can of beef stew or chili, 1 jar of peanut butter, 2 bags of pasta, and 2 pounds of cheese. 
The Commodity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP) is a federally funded program administered by the 
Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank.  
Applications are available at the Minerva United Methodist Church, 204 N. Main Street, Minerva, Ohio 
44657. Phone number 330-868-4940, email minervaumc@frontier.com  Office hours are 9am-12noon, 
Monday Through Friday.    
We currently have a full caseload, so new applicants will be put on a waiting list.  If someone doesn’t claim 
their box before the end of the month the extra box would go to the first person on the waiting list, or if 
someone on our list becomes ineligible then their box would  go to the next per- son on the list, etc. 
Income Guidelines: 
Household Size Monthly Income Weekly Income 
1      $1307  $302 
2    $1760  $406 
3    $2213  $511 
4    $2665  $615 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 

Monthly Food Help is available  
at these locations: 

 
Mon-Wed-Fri each week 12-3pm  

at the Salvation Army (old train depot on Valley St.) 
 

2nd Thursday   
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC 

 
3rd Tuesday of the month (note new day) 

Monthly Community Dinner at Community Building 
 

3rd Wednesday  10a-12p  
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC  …  

also available by phone call or stop by, any day 
 

4th Friday  8am registration begins    
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Outreach at Skyland Hills 
On Sunday April 22nd, at 4pm, we will do a free 
cookout at Skyland Hills mobile home community. 
We had about 30 guests from there at our fall 
cookout. Minerva Mission and Monica Ide from the 
schools will also be on hand with games and prizes 
for the children. We will also distribute food par-
cels. Helpers and people interested in planning 
are needed. Use the sign-up sheet in the Nar-
thex to let us know you can be with us that day. 



IT’S TIME TO THINK ABOUT REGISTERING YOUR KIDS FOR  
SUMMER CHURCH CAMP!  

Pick up a Camp Brochure in the narthex.   
The East Ohio Conference has 3 camps….Aldersgate in Carrollton, As-
bury in Hiram, and Wanake in Beach City.  Each camp offers great op-

portunities for your kids to make friends, experience nature, explore their 
faith, and have fun doing all the regular camp activities…hiking, swim-

ming boating, crafts, campfires, horses…. 
Oh Yeah….Good Times!   

Minerva UMC will help with camp fees, 1/2 up to $100  for kids who are active in the church.   
Register by May 1st to take advantage of the Early Bird Special!   

If you need to apply for a district campership,  
please be aware of the deadline of May 1st.   

All paperwork needs to be turned in on time for this opportunity. 

Men’s Breakfast 
The Minerva church men will meet for a breakfast and devotions at 8am on Saturday, April 7

th
, at Holland’s 

Restaurant. If you haven’t tried this time together, we urge you to make it part of your plans that Saturday 
Morning. See you there! 

“Horton Hears a Who”  

at the Roxy 
On Sunday, May 6th, at 3pm,  

Minerva UMC will host a free showing of   
“Horton Hears a Who”,  

at the Roxy Theater 

We will need some of us to be there to greet people,  

make and hand out popcorn.                                                      

Plan to bring some children.                                   

    Sign-up on the sheet in the Narthex to let us know you are available to help. 

Community Garden 
Walsh University would like to work with our 
village, and the Minerva United Methodist 
Church  to establish a Community Garden in 
Minerva this growing season. We are seeking 
those who would be interested in being part 
of the project. Tentatively, we are thinking, of 
a spot in Bicentennial Park, and we would 
like to see another in the Skyland Hills Com-
munity west of town. Our next step will be to 
call a community meeting in April with Walsh 
people there, to make plans. We are trying to 
get a few people on board with the project 
before the initial meeting.  If you are interest-
ed, contact:  Pastor Harley Wheeler, Minerva 
UMC, revharleywheeler@hotmail.com, office 
330-868-4940, cell 440-417-8075 
We are also interested in any suggestions 
you may have of people we ought to contact!  

Journey With God,  
Mother-Daughter Safari 

Banquet 
Calling all you adventurous church 
ladies, mothers, daughters, sisters, 

women with aunts, nieces,  
granddaughters and friends,  

to this year’s  
Mother-Daughter banquet.  

Thursday, May 3
rd

, starting at 6pm,  
we will explore our Journey with God that is life’s jour-
ney, or safari.  Help each other through the dangers,  

see the wonders of God’s creation, and talk about 
what we have seen and done on the journey.  

All while having food cooked in our own church kitch-
en! Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 6-12,  

5 and under are free.   
For tickets, contact the church office, 330-868-4940 



From Your Finance Committee 
The finance committee thought it would be helpful to let people know where their offering goes.  Here is a 
break down on each item listed on the offering envelopes. 
 
Current Expenses:  This is the fund that pays for the bills of our church.  The electric, gas, water, 
telephone, internet, insurance, taxes, office supplies, postage, class material, worship supplies. It also in-
cludes minor repairs and maintenance including snow removal and lawn mowing and supplies. Wages, 
health/pension, music, special events such as Bible school and Christmas program.  A portion of our 
Shared Giving (Apportionments) also comes from this account. 
This is the fund that is in need of the most money and tends to run short some months. If you are not sure 
where your money is needed most, this would be a good place to put it. 
 
Benevolences, also known as Outreach    This is the fund that takes care of our mission projects.  
These include our missionaries, Calvary Mission, Habitat for Humanity, Ronald McDonald House, Salva-
tion Army, Camp Wanake One-Day Adventure and other local mission projects. It also provides for addi-
tional Scholarships when there is a need beyond the two given by the Jay Reed Memorial Scholarship 
Fund. It also covers the World Service part of our Shared Giving. 
Missions work is an important part of our church, this fund should not be neglected. 
 
Building Improvements This fund pays for larger repairs, generally if they are over $300.  It can be 
anything from replacing doors to fixing toilets.  It also covers the maintenance contract for heating & cool-
ing systems which runs almost $5,000 a year.  The elevator also needs several inspections that cost a 
couple hundred dollars.  There are also repair costs at the parsonage that are covered by this fund.   
We try to maintain a $10,000 for this account.  Repairs for a building our size can be very large. Over the 
years we have had large unexpected bills due to roofing, and heating and cooling.   
 
Capital Improvement Fund This money is invested in the Stark Community Foundation.  It has 
made it possible for us to make our large purchases without going through a bank for a loan.  These in-
cludes the new boiler $15,000.  The Harvest Hope Building (red building) $47,000, and organ, sound sys-
tem and masonry cleaning and repair. 
The goal is to put the money back into this account that was taken out.  If you can put five dollar or five 
thousand in this account it makes it possible to do the really big things.   

District Spring Conference and 
Leadership Training 
The Tuscarawas District Spring Conference and 
Leadership Training will be held at Otterbein 
UMC in Navarre on Saturday, April 21, 2018, be-
ginning at 9:00 AM. The keynote speaker will be 
Tim VanMeter, Associate Professor at Methodist 
Theological School of Ohio. He will be speaking 
on the theme, Who’s at the Table?: Intersection 
Between Ecological Issues and Evangelism. Oth-
er presenters include Vera Rebrovich, Rev. Kelly 
Brown, and Rev. Benita Rollins, District Superin-
tendent. To register for the Tuscarawas District 
Spring Conference and Leadership Training visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/tuscarawas-district-
spring-conference-leadership-event-tickets-
43709470202 . The cost is $5.00 (plus a service 
fee) per person ($10.00 at the door). Contact the 
church office if you would like us to make your 
reservation for you. 

It’s Time For The Collection of Items For 
The College Student Care Packages! 

We need to move quickly on this project  
as our time-frame is getting short.   
So Please help as you are able. 

These are the items that we would like  
to have donated:   

flavored water packets,  
individual cracker packs,  

snack pack pudding,  
Pens & pencils,  

packets of hot chocolate,  
individual candy bars / M&Ms / gum,  

Raimen Noodles, etc. 
Monetary donations will be accepted to help  

with the shipping costs. 



 
 

April 2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Easter Sunday 
9a Early Service 
945a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 

2 3 
1030a Bible Study 
7p DAR—parlor 

4 
7p Bells 

5 
7p Choir 

6 7 
8a Men’s Breakfast 
at Holland’s Restau-
rant 

8 
830a Rethink 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
1145a Worship Com 
meeting 

9 10 
1030a Bible Study 

11 
7p Bells 

12 
8a Prod. Del. 
9a Prod. Distr. 
7p Choir 

13 14 

15 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
1145a YG Dinner 

16 17 
1030a Bible Study 
630p Minerva Com-
munity Meals Din-
ner—Wesley Hall 

18 
7p Bells 

19 
7p Choir 

20 21 
9s Spring District 
Conference & Lead-
ershi Training 

22 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
4p Cookout at Sky-
land Hills 

23 24 
1030a Bible Study 

25 
1030a worship at St. 
Lukes 
7p Bells 

26 
930 Worship at 
Eldercare 
1030a Worship at 
Arbors 
7p Choir 

27 28 

29 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 

30      

 
The Worship Committee will 
have a short meeting after 
the worship service, in the 
Advent room on Sunday, 
April 8

th
. 

Rethink Committee will 
meet at 8:30am, Sunday, 
April 8

th
, in the Cross-

trainers Room.  Anyone 
who wants to help with 
some new projects in our 
community is welcome to 
attend. 



Youth Mission Dinner  
after Church on April 15th 
Do you enjoy a cool drink of water?   

Are you glad when there is water to wash and cook with?   
On Sunday, April 15

th
 the Senior Class of our youth and their friends will be putting on a dinner after 

church to support a mission project they have chosen.   
Come and eat and make a donation to support  

the Mulungwishi Area Clean Water Projects in the South Congo.   
The people in this area often have to travel miles to obtain water for drinking and cooking.  This pro-
ject will help to dig wells near the villages where they live.  As an Advance Special through the UM 

Committee on Relief, all money donated will be used on this project,  
and none of it will go to administrative or fund-raising expenses.   

How much does one well cost?   
One well costs $2,000, and while we may not raise enough to fund a whole well, we will contribute 

alongside Christians around the world to see that the project gets done! 


