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Clearing Away the Snow
Psalm 147:15-19
He sends out His command to the earth; His word runs swiftly. He gives snow like wool; He
scatters frost like ashes. He hurls down His crystals of ice like crumbs; who can stand before His
cold? He sends out His word, and melts them; He makes His wind blow and the waters flow. He
declares His word to Jacob, His statutes and just decrees to Israel.
Quite a few of us have cleared away quite a bit of snow in the last month. Many of us have said
with the Psalmist, “who can stand before His cold?” Lent that begins late, not in February at all, but in
March, and it amplifies that familiar feeling of a winter that just won’t end. Bad weather is hurled at us,
again and again, and we shiver inside our coats.
It is time, once again, to clear away the snow. First, we should recognize that though the cold stuff
is hurled at us and causes inconvenience, we should stop at the wonder of it all. This week I saw the
shadow that countless falling snowflakes cast on the snow-covered road. They were cast in the light of
the streetlamp in front of my house. And I was glad. Snow can be a cosmic joke. Instead of water running
downhill, (as the proverbial workman knew, ‘Water runs downhill, and payday is Friday,’) the frozen water
lies about everywhere, and even sculpts itself into impossible sculptures of drift and heaps.
Second, the inconvenience of it, ‘The driveway must be plowed this morning,” is an instructive parable for the moral life. When we fall into sin, there is no traction in pretending it did not happen. Does God
share in the pretense? Grace awakens us to the sin, and Grace will call us to clear it away. Sin is atoned
for on the Cross, but the Bible calls us to resist the devil. When something that is not God gets hold of
your life, clear it away, or you won’t get anywhere.
Finally, the snow is a picture of the vanishing problem. We have been stuck in ditches. We have
seen impassable heaps where there should have been easy walking. But where are these when the
warm weather sets in? You look, and they are not there! We can come to Christ and we are made clean
and new. We can come to new life, and some problems just melt away. We can be taught by the ‘statutes
and just decrees’ of the Father, and walk the right path again.
Be Blessed in His Love, Pastor Harley

Worship in March
3/3
3/6
3/10

Ash Wednesday
st

1 Sunday Lent

“Hearts and Words”

Matthew 12:35-37, Communion

“Patiently I was Waiting”

Psalm 40,

“A Cheerful Hiding Place” Psalm 32

Shocking Things Jesus Said (series)
3/17 2nd Sunday Lent Part 1
“Thirst for Righteousness”

3/24
3/31

Communion
(Daylight Savings Time)
Matthew 5:1-12

rd

“A Simple ‘Yes’ or ‘No’”

Matthew 5:33-37

th

“Treasure in Heaven”

Matthew 6:19-21

3 Sunday Lent Part 2
4 Sunday Lent Part 3

Shocking Things That Jesus Said - Sermon Series in Lent

Did Jesus really say that? There are things you may have heard before. They may be verses you have on
your mirror or refrigerator, but they require a closer look. Did he say that we are made to desire God and
God ONLY? That our promises are carefully recorded, but so are our casual words? That your stuff is an obstacle to knowing God? Some things Jesus said challenge us to turn our way of looking at life around and
upside down. Hear about it on these Sundays.

Recent Prayers: Donna in Colorado, Mary Staib, Amelia,
Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Pat Davis, Kaye Nightingale/
Family, Bob Lawson, Tara Lawson Underwood, Marty
Mong, Theresa Blankenship, Brock Jackson, Lois Deininger,
James Montgomery
Carol Marteney/Family, Tom Nenadal, Virgil Springer, Ray
Haun, Irene LeMoine, Adrian Van Balen, Kaye Nightingale,
Dennis & Linda Miller/Family, Virgil Springer, Deputy James Acklin, Ken & Pam, Vickie Eick, Dick Young,
Paul Kail, Mary Veroff, Kaylen Kotheimer, Karen Fondriest
Continued Prayer: Jeff Adams, Lyda Alexander, Patricia Ankeny, Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Mikka Davis, Vernon Deininger, Jeff Dine, Jamie & Quay Fankhauser, Ruth Felger, Frank Gotschall, Kay Gutridg,
Chuck Hart, Jamie & Quay Hilverding, Brody Hollar, Lea Hough, George Keyser, Ellen Mary Kump, Linda, Cindy Lanning, Carole LeBeau, Melanie Lemert, Peggy Lemert, Dolly Lowry, Otis Lutz, Olivia/Drew
Macintosh/Pyper, Madison, Jim McCully, Carl Mentz, Dorothy Middleton, Mike, Dave Miller, Richard Miller, Lucas Murphy, James Nelson, Brittany Parker, Pat, Pastor David, Ronnie Phillips, Liam Ramsell,
Travis Ramsey, Patricia Reich, Dan Richeson, Craig Rodgers, Jamie Schmidt, Corey Sells, Shirley, Orin
Slack, Roland Smith, Jeanette Snider, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wagner, Steve Warth, Jerry Weber, Brody
Williams, Dave Bondurant, Barb Bratu, Lee Hale, Joel Bowman, Jamie Metz, Susan, Wayne & Judy Wilburn, Dakota Snider, David Henning, Bob Allmon, Joan Dietrich
Loss of Loved One: Dean Holland/Family, Carolynn & Joe Herstine/Family, Scott Miller & Family, Family of Cody Parrish, Gary Price & Family, Diane Granger & Family, Jim Smith & Family, Pat Alexander &
Family, Pat Miller & Family, Jim & Deb Albaugh & Family, Mike Wadsworth & Family, Virgil Feiock & Family, Family of Robert Cinson Doylestown Family Family/Rev. James Humphrey, Family/Nancy Caster,
Rev Susan Lausch /Family, Mark & Jan Maurer/Family, Kay & Ken Lewis/Family, Family/Carl Moore, Our
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines: Jesse Clark (Sgt. Major Academy, El Paso, TX), Lewis Gibson
(Korea), Matthew-Air Force & Taylor (Maurer) Kaser (Germany), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard),
Josh Miller(USS Mercy, Pacific Ocean), Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), Mitch Soles (Fort Sam Houston, TX; Navy), John Stehulak Regan Walton (San Diego; Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich
Prayer is the aburden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear, an
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church
office and/or Jennie McClellan (330-868-6834) or Barb Brown (330-868-7691) with your request.
Your request will be handled with great care and will be passed along the chains and
referred to the church office for email purposes. Blessings to you all.
If you want someone on the prayer list for an extended period of time, please update the
office monthly. If the name you put on the prayer list in the bulletin has been removed
and you would like to have it back on, please contact the church office.

Condolences to:

Pastor’s Bible Study

What happens when Amos, prophet of God is ordered to go away,
because the temple is ‘the king’s
temple’? What hope does the
Carol Marteney & Family on the passing of her husband,
prophet announce for the people of
Oscar Marteney, on January 29, 2019.
God who have wandered away
from Him? What would it look like
The Family of Carl Moore who passed away on February 3, 2019.
for justice to ‘roll down like waters,
Dennis & Linda Miller & Family on the passing of Dennis’s sister,
and righteousness like an everCarla Hamilton, on February 10, 2019
flowing stream’? These we will
learn about as Pastor’s Bible Study
continues in the book of Amos,
Tuesdays, 10:30a, in the CrossLenten Evening Supper and Bible Study
th
trainers Room. You can always
Beginning on March 13 , we are invited to join with St. Paul’s Lustart coming to Bible Study.
theran Church for a Lenten Bible Study on the Sermon on the
Mount. Wednesdays we will meet for a soup meal at 6pm with a Bible Study from 6:45 to 7:30. The
study will be led by Pastor Bob Lensz and Pastor Harley. The people from St. Paul’s will provide the
supper on the 13th, and after that, anybody may sign up to provide the meal. Come and be a part of the
fellowship and the reflection on Our Lord’s words in Matthew Chapter 5-7. St. Paul’s Church is at 515 E.
Line Street.
Rev. Susan Lausch, on the passing of her mother,
Shirley Lausch, on January 24, 2019
(Susan was pastor at Minerva UMC 1993-2003)

Give Thanks with a
Grateful Heart
A Huge thank you, to Rich McClellan! I am so
grateful to you for alerting Pastor Harley and
me about the fire in the building next door. We
had no idea anything was going on before you
came into the church and yelled for us. Thank
you for thinking about us and keeping us safe.
Blessings, Cheryl
Thank you to Ryan Smith! I appreciate Ryan
being good at his job and finding a solution to a
wiring issue and getting the boilers back up
and running. Sub-zero outside and really chilly
in the office makes a very long morning.
Thank you, Ryan!
Blessings, Cheryl

March Greeters
March 3
March 10
March 17
March 24
March 31

Katie Reusser
Mary Jo Wyatt
Pat Alexander
Charlotte Davies/Marla Frazier
Karen Wilson

March Birthdays

A thank you was received from Carol Marteney & Family
(family of Oscar Marteney)
Pastor Harley & members of the Minerva United Methodist
Church. We would like to thank Pastor Harley for his visits, prayers and concern during Ron’s illness. Ron always
enjoyed talking to him. We also want to thank him for the
beautiful memorial service. I am sure folks left the service
with an understanding of who Ron nightingale was. Thank
you to our church family for all the prayers, calls, cards &
hugs. Thank you to the church ladies who prepared and
served the luncheon after the memorial. Everything certainly was delicious. I am thankful to belong to such a caring church family and look forward to joining you again on
Sunday mornings.
Love Kaye, Doug & Kurt & Family
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for all the prayers, cards, and phone
calls during my recent shoulder surgery and recovery. I
really appreciated them greatly. I have all the cards up,
so I can remind myself of the encouragement you are
sending my way. It really helps because the therapy can
be brutal some days. One month of therapy done and at
least two more to go!
Thanks again. God bless each of you. Love, Mary Staib

March Nursery Attendants

March 3
Mikka Davis, Jordan Shirley, Parker Reiminschneider
March 10
Ret Eberts, Barb Haun
March 17
Nancy LeMoine, Missy Henry, Christian Clark, Shelly Ridzon March 24
Aiden Ellsworth
March 31
Lindsay Bell, Mark Pearson
Arnold Ferguson
Regina Bell, Joseph Palmer
March Anniversaries
Margaret Gotschall, Jim Kienzle, Kendra Wriston
March 8
Bob & Cyndy Lawson
Isaac Haas, Leslie Pearson
March 10
Vernon & Lois Deininger
Daniel Kienzle
March 21
Jeff & Kasey Adelman
Leisa Lindsay
Tommy Pearson, Zachary Waugh
March Ushers
Brody Hollar, Carol LeBeau, Trisha O’Brien
Dale
Cogan, Jim Cogan,
Diane Phillips, Justin Davis, William O’Brien, Willow Dourm
Richard Cogan, Jim smith
Laurie Cummings, Debbie Nightingale, Jack Gareau
Lindsay Hart, Rylan Smith, Cameron Cunningham,
Louella Green
New Birthday!
19
Ray Meadows, Megan Shirley
Joshua & Melissa (Evanich) Greene
20
Carol Hanson
welcomed their son
22
Gary Reymond
Theodore Raymond Greene on
23
Kyle Danner
February 5, 2019.
25
Kara Key, Claire Springer
Theodore
is the grandson
26
Margie Rolfe, Ray Haun
of
proud
grandparents,
27
Kisha Lautzenheiser
Rudy & Judie Evanich and
28
Ethan Debo, Jennifer Waugh
great-grandparents
Vernon & Lois Deininger.
29
Ian Gonzalez, Shaylynn Hertel, Ken Lewis
31
Sarah Russo, Susan Pallaye, Paul Kail,
Welcome Theodore
Ruth Hellyer
& Happy Birthday!
Missed on the February Calendar
Feb 5 Richard Brown
1
2
3
5
6
7
8
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

On Thursday, February 14, we had a truckload of amaz- Our job is to love others
without stopping to inquire
ing food arrive from the Akron-Canton Regional Foodwhether or not they are
bank! We had white potatoes (the best I’ve seen in a
worthy. That is not our busiwhile), sweet potatoes, tomatoes, frozen chickens, froness and, in fact, it is nozen pizzas, frozen strawberry cups, plus other food
body's business. What we
items and beverages to distribute. To look around the
are asked to do is to love,
room, it made you smile. We served 189 families with 554 family members on and this love itself will renthat day. Thank you to each volunteer for making the morning a good experider both ourselves and our
ence for our food clients! The “Good Work’s” that are being done by these vol- neighbors worthy.
unteers is amazing! Thank you to each one of you!
Thomas Merton
Blessings, Cheryl
Our next distribution is Thursday, March 14, with volunteers at 8am and distribution at 9am.

Emergency Pantry

As of February 25th the Emergency Pantry served 22 families with 75 family
members for the month. It was a little scary when we had 12 families in the first week of the month, when
in some months we don’t serve 12 families in the whole month. But it leveled out a bit. I am thankful we
are able to help in this way. Thank you for your support!

Commodity Supplemental Food Program for Seniors

We now will be serving a caseload of 30 instead of 25 for this program.
We have been increased by 5 as the foodbank had been allotted more
boxes through this government program. For this program you have to be
60 yrs old or older, meet the income guidelines and reside in Stark or Carroll counties to be eligible. We have a full list of 30 seniors right now, but
we need to have a few more on a waiting list. Our waiting list folks are
able to receive this program if someone drops off the regular list or refuses
it on a given month. If you know of someone who might meet the requirements and could benefit from this program have them contact me in the church office. Thank you!

Monthly Food Help is available at these locations:

Tues-Wed-Thurs each week 12-3pm at the Salvation Army (old train depot on Valley St.)
2nd Thursday 9a-12p Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC
3rd Tuesday of the month (note new day) Monthly Community Dinner at The Community Building
3rd Wednesday 10a-12p Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC …
also available by phone call or stop by, any day
4th Friday 8am registration Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

Being a Social Media Ambassador

We have discovered that many times people who need food miss a chance to receive help because the
days just got too busy. We also have found that food-insecurity needs to be part of the community conversation. So maybe if people were reminded before a food distribution, they could plan to work this into
the day, and can better ‘makes the ends meet.’
This is our vision for the food pantries in Minerva, and we are working with Rebecca Weaver, student at
Malone University to make social media outreach part of the ministry to the poor in the Minerva area. If
you are on Social media, (and haven’t given it up for Lent,) please help us help our community by liking
and following the Social media pages for the Food Pantry Council. There you will find interesting and
useful posts for you to ‘like’ and ‘share’.
Website https://minervafoodpantry.wordpress.com/
Facebook www.facebook.com/FoodForMinerva/
Instagram https://www.instagram.com/foodforminerva/
Twitter https://twitter.com/foodforminerva
Most social platforms discourage pleas inside the post for people to like and share the content, since
these are associated with spam and bogus messages. So you have to remember to do this because we
asked you here. But with the help of social media ambassadors such as yourselves, we can see this
project from start-up to effective outreach.

You are standing outside in February by the waters edge for
hours, wearing clothes not warm enough for the weather…...Now
you are moving along in a line of festive, but somewhat intimidated looking people and you find yourself all of a sudden standing
on a dock on the water and you sort of laugh!.....
And the line keeps moving!.....
“Oh My Gosh, What Was I Thinking!”
It’s our turn!….7 crazy people….6 from here at Minerva UMC and 1 from the Bergholz UMC,
on the “Count of 3” willingly jump off the dock into the icy water of the Portage Lakes!
A feeling like no other that I have ever experienced! Yikes!
Thank you to all who supported this fundraiser for the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank, sponsored by the
Portage Lakes Polar Bear Club. Unofficially we raised $1,055! Way to go Minerva UMC, friends and family!
Thankfully we all survived and live to jump another year? Thank you again for all of your prayer support
along with your financial support.
Your Minerva UMC Polar Bear Jumpers:
Cheryl Hart, Lindsay Hart, Denise Freeland, Rick Stauffer,
Hannah Reusser, Diamond Jeffrey & Pastor Lee Iden

Nursing Home Church

Each month we
celebrate worship with our friends who are mostly
indoors, day in and day out. This is a great opportunity to meet old and new friends, sing a few songs, and be
in prayer together. We meet at St. Luke’s Community on Wednesday March27th, 10:30, and at Minerva
Healthcare and Rehabilitation, (formerly Eldercare) on Thursday, March 28 th, at 9:30, and at the Arbors at
10:30. Come and help us!

Teacher and Staff Appreciation

Teachers at Staff at Minerva Elementary and Minerva Middle School have been delighted to get our teacher
appreciation snacks that we brought to the schools in February. We will appreciate the teachers and staff at
the High School, and also the Administration Building on March 11th. Sign up on the sheet in the narthex
and bring your donated treats to church on Sunday, March 10 th. Thank you for showing love to these friends
who serve our community’s children.

General Conference 2019

The Special Called General Conference of the UMC in St. Louis concluded on February 26th. This body,
which is the only one that can speak for the whole United Methodist Church, was meeting to resolve the
continuing impasse in the denomination over human sexuality. General Conference reaffirmed that we do
not allow our pastors to host same-sex weddings nor allow our churches to host them. General Conference also reaffirmed that we do not ordain practicing lesbian or gay persons. Accountability measures
were enacted to ensure that all of our clergy follow the rules of our church. Nonetheless, LGBTQ people
are of sacred worth and we are in loving and welcoming ministry to those who are same-sex attracted, and
desire that all would know the grace and salvation that Jesus brings.

Friendship / Social Hour Schedule

2nd Sunday of the month—unless a special event
warrants hosting it on a different Sunday. The following is the current schedule for groups to host the
friendship/social hour after the worship service. If
your group is listed and you are unable to continue
in this spot please contact the church office. If your
group is not listed and you would like to host this
once a month event, please contact the church office. Thank you
January
None
February
Advent Class / Cross Trainers Class
March
Education Committee
April
Youth Group
May
Worship Committee
June
Choir
July
None
August
None
September Men’s Class
October
Searchers Class
November Open
December Kid’s Christmas Program

A Few Housekeeping concerns:






Please be sure you are cleaning up the sinks
and counters in the church kitchen when you
are using that area.
If you use the tables in Wesley Hall or Old
Wesley Hall, please be sure to wipe up your
messes….crumbs, spills, etc.
Please keep all food out of the restrooms.

We tend to have an ant problem. Food and food
wrappers dropped and left laying around, pop
and punch spills all definitely brings them out of
hiding. Your attention to these small things is
very helpful in controlling our little residents hiding in the walls.

Community Garden in Minerva

Gardeners from Minerva are invited to have space in the
“Pride of Minerva” community garden located behind the Minerva Local Schools Administration Building
between East Street and N. Market Street. Cost will be $10 per 4-foot by 8-foot plot. Interested gardeners will need to complete a brief application, and pay their plot fee to secure their space on a first-come,
first-served basis.
There will be an information meeting for the community at the Minerva Community Building on
Wednesday, March 20th, at 7pm. Come and find out more an pick up an application.
Local businesses and organizations are invited and encouraged to sponsor a plot. Donations of gently
used or new gardening tools and supplies are also welcome.
A Community Garden gives a chance for people with less available ground to manage a plot of their
own and for anyone to grow food to share. There will be opportunities for free plants and seeds and also
instruction from more experienced growers on how to harvest lots of fresh food for the family table. To secure your garden plot, please pick up an application at the Minerva Library, the Minerva Area Chamber of
Commerce or the Minerva United Methodist Church. Return them to Minerva UMC at 204 N Main Minerva.

Summer Camp time is fast approaching…

Would your kids benefit from a week at camp? Maybe making some new friends, learning some
outdoor skills, daily devotions, a little swimming, a little horseback riding, a little boating, a little ropes
course time, a little archery, a little cooking, Spiritual Growth and lots of exercise.
Maybe a little time at Camp Asbury doing a little “Dads with Kids” or “Moms with Kids” camp time.
It looks like between Camp Aldersgate, Camp Asbury and Camp Wanake,
whatever you’re interested in, one of the 3 camps will have what you are looking for!
Pick up a brochure in the narthex or give me a call and I will see you get one.
Extra Camp info:
The church will help pay your camp fee, 1/2 up to $100, if you are an active part of this church.
Open House Dates: Camp Aldersgate…..Sat. March 30 from 2-5pm...Open House & Summer Preview
Camp Asbury…..Saturday, April 14 from 2-5pm...Open House & Summer Preview
Camp Wanake…..Saturday, April 27 from 2-6pm...Resurrection Egg Hunt & Camp Preview
Summer Camp Staff Opportunities: Great Christian Community, Fun Place to work, Excellent training,
Free Room and Board, Opportunity for Ministry, Growth in Leadership Skills.
Positions available: Program Staff, Administration, Counselors, adventure Staff, Special Needs Staff, Lifeguards, Food Service, Maintenance
Find out more by going online to www.EOCSummercamps.org, Click on Staff & Volunteer.

Ash Wednesday

Wednesday, March 6th will be our Ash
Wednesday service at 7pm in the Chapel.
This is a time for reflection, communion, hearing the Word of
God, and making a new beginning in your walk with Jesus. At the
service, we will hear the Choir, share in prayers and responsive
scripture, and if you wish, receive the sign of the cross on your forehead with ashes from last year’s Palm Sunday palms. Take advantage of this time to hear God speaking and receive His help for
your journey.
The Choir will meet at 6:30pm to prepare, and Choir practice
will be held after the service.

The Lenten Fast

Each year, many Christians practice a time of self-denial
through lent, the period between Ash Wednesday and Easter Sunday. This Lenten Season, I feel led to urge us all to seriously consider a practice of a ‘News Fast.’ We have a 24-hour exposure to
news, which frankly, most of us do not need. Consider that a threeminute check will be enough to let you know if any wars have started or major cities caught fire. Otherwise, the unfolding scandals and political posturing will go on without
you. Indeed, you will find that little has changed from one month to the next.
More traditionally, one can fast from a favorite food, or a habitual practice. John Wesley, the
founder of the Methodist movement, practiced abstaining from food between supper one evening to supper the next. If one is healthy, you will come to no harm by doing this. In fact, many good things may happen. You will be reminded that life is not all about satisfying a desire, that many people are hungry in just
such a way, but not by choice, and you will be reminded to pray, when you notice the hunger and for a
moment cannot remember why.
In Christian tradition, Sundays are actually ‘little Easters’ where abstaining is not required, although most people refrain from, say, chocolate or soda pop, every day through Easter, it just seems
more consistent.
Lastly, remember that the Lenten Fast has the effect of giving us a pivot for spiritual conversation.
One does not boast about a fast, or try to outdo others, but the world is fascinated, and Christians are encouraged, to know that something about your walk with God actually has an impact on your material life.
This is true of every faithful Christian, but the fast is a useful symbol of this constant interaction with God.

Looking Ahead to Easter
Easter arrives late this year, but preparations are underway. Plan to
worship with songs of the Cross, the Tomb, and the Resurrection on
these days:





Palm Sunday, April 14, “Out On a Limb” Isaiah 4:2-6
Maundy Thursday April 18, Seder Meal Service at 7pm
Good Friday April 19, Service at Minerva UMC with Malvern
UMC, 7pm
Easter Sunday April 21, Youth Led Service, 9am, Easter Worship at 10:30am with preaching, songs and special music.

