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Nursing Home Church  Each month we celebrate worship with our friends who are mostly indoors, 
day in and day out. This is a great opportunity to meet old and new friends, sing a few songs, and be in 
prayer together. We meet at St. Luke’s Community on Wednesday March27th, 10:30, and at Minerva 
Healthcare and Rehabilitation, (formerly Eldercare) on Thursday, March 28

th
, at 9:30, and at the Arbors at 

10:30. Come and help us! 

Through a Sea of Trouble 
Zechariah 10:11 “He shall pass through a sea of troubles 

and strike down the waves of the sea.” 
 We have lost the poetic instincts of our ancestors. It would be more usual for one to tell a friend in 
the 1800’s that they have ‘passed through a sea of troubles’ than for you or I to use that phrase in a phone 
call, (although it is short enough for Twitter.) We do, however continue to tell our friends about how we 
came through a time of trial. We tell stories of recovery from illness, escape from an accident, or a problem 
with our phones, but we do so without poetry. We like our deliverance to be sure and factual. 
 The Resurrection of our Lord gives us both the poetic picture and the practical gain. Easter is a real 
promise that this body shall not remain in death, and we shall rise with our Lord, and dwell secure from tri-
als, temptations, sickness and death. Easter is also a soul-stirring picture. The stone rolls away. The angel 
of God appears in the dawning light, and Our Lord has passed through a sea of troubles, and has struck 
down the waves of that sea. 
 If your winter has been a hard one. If there have been blows that left life-long scars. If there have 
been alarms and worries that your mind will never forget, remember, our Savior will bring us through. He 
has defeated hell and death. He is raised, not just figuratively, but physically. He proclaims a hope that the 
soul can grasp, and offers help through each worrisome day. Trust our risen Lord! 
Pastor Harley 

Worship in April 
April 7  5th Sunday Lent “Forgiveness and Faith”  Luke 17:3-10, Communion   
April 14  Palm Sunday “Out On a Limb”    Isaiah 4:2-6 
April 18  Maundy Thursday  at Malvern UMC, 7pm Pastor Harley Preaching 
April 19 Good Friday  Community service at noon, hosted by Faith Fellowship Church, West Community 
  Center, East Rochester, Pastor Alan Lamb, preaching 
  Good Friday Evening service 7pm at Minerva UMC with Malvern UMC Pastor    
       Frank Zugaro, preaching 
April 21  Easter Community Sunrise Service at Great trail Golf Course, at 630am, hosted by Great Trail  
  Community Church of God, followed by continental breakfast at the GTCCG church. 
  Early Youth-led worship 9am 
  Morning Worship 10:30am, with special music, songs of the Resurrection,  
  and an Easter Message from Pastor Harley  
April 28  “The Resurrection Revolution” John 20:19-23 

Pastor’s Bible Study 
In Tuesday Morning Bible Study, we will conclude our study in the Book of Amos with a promise from God 
that He ‘shall plant them on their land, and they shall never again be uprooted.’ Then we will do a Holy 
Week through Easter study; “From Darkness to Light.” In the Gospel of John, Chapters 19-21. The Bible 
study meets on Tuesday mornings at 10:30, in the Crosstrainers classroom. Come and hear! 
 

Lenten Bible Study 
We will continue having a Lenten Bible study with supper with our friends at St. Paul’sLuthern Church, at 
515 E. Line Street. Supper is at 6pm, with Bible Study beginning at 6:45. All are welcome to this study led 
by Pastor Bob Lensz and Pastor Harley. In April, the study will on April 3

rd
, 10

th
, and 17. 



Holy Week Services 
 

Easter arrives late this year, but preparations are underway. Plan to worship with songs of 
the Cross, the Tomb, and the Resurrection on these days: 

 
 Palm Sunday, April 14,   “Out On a Limb” Isaiah 4:2-6 
 
 Maundy Thursday April 18,  7pm   Seder Meal Service @ Malvern UMC 
      Pastor Harley will be preaching,  
      “Weep for Yourselves”  Luke 23:26-31 
 
 Good Friday April 19,   7pm  Service @ Minerva UMC w/Malvern UMC 
 
 Easter Sunday April 21,   9am  Youth Led Service  
       10:30am  Easter Worship at   
       “The Witnesses”  Luke 24:36-49    

Easter Outreach Offering 2019 
Dear Friends,    
 As the Lenten season draws to a close and we anticipate the celebration of Easter, we offer you an 
opportunity to give something extra for the Outreach work of our church.   Sometimes during Lent, we are 
practicing self-denial, giving up a habit or recreation until Easter. This practice is a good one, it can lead us 
to reevaluate how we have arranged our lives and what we have put at, or near, the center. If you have 
chosen to deny yourself something that you usually spend money on, perhaps you might track the savings, 
and to share that savings to supply the Outreach work of the church. 
 It is also very Biblical to offer something as a thank-you gift to God. Has He been at work in your life 
for blessing? Is there some trouble he has brought you through? Are you even more certain than before 
that your sins are taken away at the Cross, and that you share in the promise of resurrection? These are 
all reasons to set a gift into His hands. In I Chronicles 29:14, King David said, “But who am I, and who are 
my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have 
given you only what comes from your hand.” 
 The Outreach fund touches lives in Minerva, in our country, and all over the world, Your gift helps 
farmers in Senegal to have food and the Gospel, for kids to hear the word of God in Thailand and in Hun-
gary, for young women to be rescued from being trafficked, for meals for the food-insecure, and much, 
much more.  
 In all this, we are honoring the tradition of John Wesley and the first Methodists who urged each oth-
er to “join hands so that a poor man may live.”   

The envelope attached can be sent back to the church anytime in April, or gifts marked ‘Easter Of-
fering’ can be place in the offering plate. 

With Thankfulness, 
Pastor Harley and the Outreach Committee, Katie Ruesser, Chairperson 



Condolences to: 
Family of Jamie Metz.   

Jamie passed away February 27, 2019. 
 

Ron & Ruth Hellyer & Family. 
Ruth’s sister, Sandra Martin,  

passed away February 18, 2019. 

Happy Birthday Recognition! 
On March 10, Margaret Gotschall was recognized during 

the worship service for it being her 98th Birthday!   
Several members of her family were present for the event.  

Pastor Harley said a few words and flowers were presented 
to Margaret by Lay Leader, Peter Fahey. 

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church  
office and/or Jennie McClellan (330-868-6834) or Barb Brown (330-868-7691) with your request.   

Your request will be handled with great care and will be passed along the chains and  
referred to the church office for email purposes.   Blessings to you all. 

If you want someone on the prayer list for an extended period of time,  please update the 
office monthly.   If the name you put on the prayer list in the bulletin has been removed  

and you would like to have it back on, please contact the church office. 

 
Recent Prayers: Kaye Nightingale, Tyler Roach, Amelia 
Basford/baby, Janet Colloredo, Jessica Ramsey, Ruth Ann 
Cox, Doug Morgan, Donna in Colorado, Mary Staib, Amelia, 
Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Pat Davis, Bob Lawson, Tara 

Lawson Underwood, Marty Mong, Brock Jackson, Lois Deininger, Tom Nenadal, Virgil 
Springer, Ray Haun, Irene LeMoine, Adrian Van Balen, , Virgil Springer, Ken/Pam, Vickie Eick, Dick Young, 
Paul Kail, Mary Veroff, Kim Hale  

 
Continued Prayer:  Deputy James Acklin, Jeff Adams, Lyda Alexander, Bob Allmon  Patricia Ankeny, 
Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Dave Bondurant Joel Bowman, Barb Bratu Mikka Davis, Vernon Deininger, Joan 
Dietrich, Jeff Dine, Ruth Felger, Frank Gotschall, Lee Hale, David Henning,  Jamie & Quay Hilverding, Jim 
Hilverding, Brody Hollar, Lea Hough, George Keyser, Ellen Mary Kump, Linda, Cindy Lanning, Carole 
LeBeau, Melanie Lemert, Peggy Lemert, Dolly Lowry, Otis Lutz, Olivia/Drew Macintosh/Pyper, Madison, Jim 
McCully, Carl Mentz, Dorothy Middleton, Mike, Dave Miller, Richard Miller, Lucas Murphy, Brittany Parker, 
Pat,  Pastor David, Ronnie Phillips, Travis Ramsey, Patricia Reich, Dan Richeson, Craig Rodgers, Corey 
Sells, Shirley, Orin Slack, Roland Smith, Dakota Snider, Susan, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wagner, Steve Warth, 
Jerry Weber, Wayne/Judy Wilburn Brody Williams  

 
Loss of Loved One:  Dean Holland/Family, Carolynn & Joe Herstine/Family, Scott Miller & Family, Fam-
ily of Cody Parrish, Gary Price & Family, Diane Granger & Family, Jim Smith & Family, Pat Alexander & 
Family, Pat Miller & Family, Jim & Deb Albaugh & Family, Mike Wadsworth & Family, Virgil Feiock & Family, 
Family of Robert Cinson  Doylestown Family Family/Rev. James Humphrey, Family/Nancy Caster, Rev Su-
san Lausch /Family, Mark & Jan Maurer/Family, Kay & Ken Lewis/Family, Family/Carl Moore, Family of Ja-
mie Metz, Kaye Nightingale/Family, Dennis & Linda Miller/Family, Carol Marteney/Family,  

 
Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  Jesse Clark (Sgt. Major Academy, El Paso, TX), Lewis 
Gibson (Korea), Matthew-Air Force & Taylor (Maurer) Kaser (Germany), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast 
Guard), Josh Miller(USS Mercy, Pacific Ocean), Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), Mitch Soles (Fort Sam 
Houston, TX; Navy), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (San Diego; Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich 

Prayer is the aburden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 



Give Thanks with a 

Grateful Heart 

Thank you all who helped to provide treats for 
our teacher and staff appreciation at the Mi-
nerva Schools. The goodies were very en-

joyed and they schools have sent ex-
pressions of gratitude to you, the 
church. 

Thanks so very much for all the pray-
ers, cards, love and caring.  All help 
keep me going.  I’m improving with 
each day, but still have a ways to go.  
I’m now at Karen’s home for healing 
and therapy.  Thanks for everything!  
Irene  
 
Pastor Wheeler and friends of Minerva 

Methodist Church, thank you so much for 
the cookies, muffins and refreshmanes at 
Miner Middle School.  The staff is so appre-
ciative of the kind actions.  Thank you for 
your support and generosity to MMS!   
Best regards,  
Scott Cassidy, Principal 
Minerva Middle School 

Thank you to Mark & Jan Maurer for letting us continue to use 
Carl’s truck for our monthly Produce Distribution.  The truck has 
always been a blessing to our program and keeping with Carl’s 
personality, he is still here helping us. 
Thank you also to Mark & Jan for the wonderful donations of pa-
per and envelopes to the church office.  This has saved us quite a 
bit of money on supplies.  You may have noticed the Sunday bul-
letins are not just on plain white paper anymore.  It adds such a 
special touch to them. 
Thank you again, Mark & Jan you have truly blessed our church. 
Cheryl 

Thank you to Scott Miller for the beautiful 
hand-made Methodist Cross & Flame pic-
ture.  If you haven’t seen it yet, it is hanging 
just inside the front education entrance.  
Come in the front doors and look up to your 
left.  Thank you Scott for your excellent 
wood working skills and your beautiful gift to 
the church. 

Thank you for the amazing treats today. 
We really appreciate it and your contin-
ued support. 
Mark Scott 
Principal 
Minerva Elementary School 

Dear Pastor Harley, Cindy and the wonderful congregation,  
Thank you, Pastor Harley, for your visits to my brother-in-
law, Jamie.  Your prayers and concern for him will not be 
forgotten and the beautiful prayer shawl will be treasured. 
Thank you so much to the congregation for welcoming Ja-
mie with kind words and encouragement.  Pastor Harley, 
you are always there when my family needs you and I am 
thankful to have met you and Cindy.   
Love to all!  Nancy Metz 

Mother-Daughter Banquet 
Kendra Wriston, daughter of Ken and Kay Lewis, and author of the book, “Tragically Transformed: 

How God Turned Struggle to Gift” will bring the program for this year’s Mother-Daughter banquet. Her 
favorite quote is “Never be ashamed of a scar. It simply means you were stronger than what tried to hurt 
you.” 

Mothers and daughters, women with aunts, nieces, granddaughters and friends  
are invited to this year’s Mother-Daughter Banquet.  

Thursday, May 2
nd

, starting at 6pm,  
we will eat together, and discover with the theme;  

‘Reflections of a Lovely Lady’ how the love of God can be reflected in our lives.  
There will be some surprises, some prizes,  

and a chance to see ourselves in a brand new way.  
Dinner will be cooked by Dean Holland, with our church men helping.  

Tickets are $10 for adults, $5 for ages 6-12, 5 and under are free. 
To purchase tickets contact the church office, 330-868-4940. 



April Ushers 
Virgil Feiock, Richard McClellan,  
Walt McClellan, Bubba Morgan 
 

April Greeters 
7 Mary Jo Wyatt 
14 Pat Alexander 
21 Walt & Laurie McClellan 
28 Karen Wilson 
 

April Nursery 
7 Beth Brawley & Katie Reusser 
14 Carolynn Herstine & Tiffany Whitmer 
21 Shelly Ridzon 
28 Valerie Gonzalez 

April Birthdays 
1 Ryan Hawk, Joni Mitzel 
4 Isaac Borsh, Jenny O’Brien 
5 Ryan Smith 
6 Jamie Fankhauser, Angie Neidig 
7 Cyndy Lawson, Nina Mock, Taylor Zeedrich 
8 Susan Fahey 
10 Cali Clemens, Nicole Pittson 
11 Tammy Hoffster, Virgil Springer 
13 Justin Miller 
14 Austin Shepard 
15 Madison Hying 
17 Chris Collins, Peyton Decker, Evan Greitzer 
18 Karla Gareau, Jennifer Jones, Denise Ward 
19 Xavier Havlicek 
20 Duke Green, Karla Newman 
21 Rhys Davies, Derrick Haines 
22 Audrey Debo, Bob Lawson 
23 Kevin Bell, Mark Moore 
24 Denise Felger 
25 Kim Hale, Harvey Morgan, Megan Pearson 
26 Janet Witherspoon 
27 Spender Mapes 
29 Mary Boylan, Marc Ellis, Heather Smith 
30 Matt Danner, Peter Fahey, Sierra Newman 

April Anniversaries 
April 4  Gary & Kay Stoffer 
April 8  Kory & Emily Swope 
April 12 Paul & Donna Kail 
April 25 Matt & Ashley Zahn 

New Birthday 
Matie Knoch and Blaze Bryan welcomed their  

new daughter, Nora Charlotte Bryan, on March 20, 2019   
Proud grandparents are Ronda Bryan & Rick Bryan.   

Great-grandma is Charlotte Davies. 

Welcome &  
Happy Birthday, Nora! 

A Few Housekeeping concerns: 
 Please be sure you are cleaning up the sinks 

and counters in the church kitchen when you 
are using that area.   

 If you use the tables in Wesley Hall or Old 
Wesley Hall, please be sure to wipe up your 
messes….crumbs, spills, etc.   

 Please keep all food out of the restrooms.   
 
We tend to have an ant problem.  Food and food 
wrappers dropped and left laying around, pop 
and punch spills all definitely brings them out of 
hiding.  Your attention to these small things is 
very helpful in controlling our little residents hid-
ing in the walls.  All it seems to take is a matter 
of minutes for them to make a dash for it. 

Friendship / Social Hour Schedule 
2nd Sunday of the month—unless a  special event 
warrants hosting it on a different Sunday.  The fol-
lowing is the current schedule for groups to host the 
friendship/social hour after the worship service.  If 
your group is listed and you are unable to continue 
in this spot please contact the church office.  If your 
group is not listed and you would like to host this 
once a month event, please contact the church of-
fice.  Thank you 
January None 
February Advent Class / Cross Trainers Class 
March  Education Committee 
April  Youth  Group 
May  Worship Committee 
June  Choir 
July  None 
August None 
September Men’s Class 
October Searchers Class 
November Open 
December Kid’s Christmas Program 

The church nursery needs volunteers to 
take a turn watching our little ones dur-
ing worship.  

Contact Pastor Harley or Shelly Ridzon, 
330-704-0458, if you are willing to help. 
 



At our March Produce distribution we served 227 fami-
lies with 652 family members.  We had a good morning, 
sort of a exhausting morning, but a good one.  We had 
excellent food from the Akron-Canton Regional Food-
bank once again!  We had great help from our volun-
teers!  And we had 3 young ladies from the high 

school...Abby Chaddock (who has been with us 4 times this school year!), Alys-
sa Smith (Thank you!), and Kala Eddy (granddaughter of Mona/Bob Eddy).  It 
was a pleasure to have these girls with us.  They are awesome workers! 

Our next Produce Day is Thursday, April 11, 8am! 
 

Emergency Pantry 
In February our Emergency Pantry served 25 families with 86 family members.  So far in March we have 
served 12 families with 36 family members. 
 

For our Commodity Supplement Food Program for seniors a new year will begin in April.  
We are required to start over with all new paperwork and since this a first come first served basis program 
all of our clients were contacted and signed up along with anyone else who wanted to get into the pro-
gram.    Requirements to qualify are you must be 60 yrs old or older, live in Stark or Carroll County and 
meet the income guidelines.  We are running with a full list of 30 right now, so anyone who applies to the 
program and approved will be put on our waiting list until a spot opens up.  If you have any questions 
about this program, give me a call.   
Blessings, Cheryl 

Monthly Food Help is available at these locations: 
Tues-Wed-Thurs each week 12-3pm at the Salvation Army (old train depot on Valley St.) 
 
2nd Thursday  9a-12p Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month (note new day) Monthly Community Dinner at The Community Building  
 
3rd Wednesday  10a-12p Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC …  
    also available by phone call or stop by, any day 
 
4th Friday  8am registration  Food Distribution at St. Paul ’s Lutheran Church 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 

Community Garden in Minerva   Gardeners from Minerva are invited to have space in the 
“Pride of Minerva” community garden located behind the Minerva Local Schools Administration Building 
between East Street and N. Market Street.   Cost will be $10 per 4-foot by 8-foot plot.  Interested garden-
ers will need to complete a brief application, and pay their plot fee to secure their space on a first-come, 
first-served basis.  

There will be an information meeting for the community at the Minerva Community Building on 
Wednesday, March 20th, at 7pm. Come and find out more an pick up an application. 
Local businesses and organizations are invited and encouraged to sponsor a plot. Donations of gently 
used or new gardening tools and supplies are also welcome. 

A Community Garden gives a chance for people with less available ground to manage a plot of their 
own and for anyone to grow food to share. There will be opportunities for free plants and seeds and also 
instruction from more experienced growers on how to harvest lots of fresh food for the family table. To se-
cure your garden plot, please pick up an application at the Minerva Library, the Minerva Area Chamber of 
Commerce or the Minerva United Methodist Church. Return them to Minerva UMC at 204 N Main Minerva.  

Cookout at Skyland Hills  
We will be doing a cookout at the Skyland Hills Mobile Home Park  

on Sunday, April 7
th
, from 4-6pm.  

Sign up to volunteer to help set up, and/or provide a dessert. 



Talent Night Variety Show Benefit at Minerva UMC 
Come for Light-hearted Fun and Refreshments 

Minerva United Methodist church is hosting a Talent Night on Sunday April 28
th
, at 7pm to benefit 

East Central Ohio Habitat for Humanity and Hannah's House 119. Talented performers from the commu-
nity, helping agencies, and our church will showcase their talents for the enjoyment of the audience. 
Dessert refreshments will be served by our Church Youth, and a master of ceremonies will help us to 
enjoy the acts and get to know one another better. A suggested donation of $5 will be divided between 
East Central Ohio Habitat for Humanity and Hannah's House 119. 
If you have a talent you can share, contact the church, 330-868-4940, or email revharley-
wheeler@hotmail.com, or  minervaumc@frontier.com. 

EAST OHIO CONFERENCE SUMMER CHURCH CAMPS 
It’s not just boring, ho-hum church camp….IT’S AN ADVENTURE!   
With God in the lead your kids will be amazed at where camp can take them!   
Pick up a brochure in the narthex and check it out! 
 
Extra Camp info: 
The church will help pay your camp fee, 1/2 up to $100, if you are an active part of this church. 
Open House Dates:  Camp Aldersgate…..Sat. March 30 from 2-5pm...Open House & Summer Preview 
Camp Asbury…..Saturday, April 14 from 2-5pm...Open House & Summer Preview 
Camp Wanake…..Saturday, April 27 from 2-6pm...Resurrection Egg Hunt & Camp Preview 
 
Summer Camp Staff Opportunities:  Great Christian Community, Fun Place to work, Excellent training, 
Free Room and Board, Opportunity for Ministry, Growth in Leadership Skills. 
Positions available:  Program Staff, Administration, Counselors, adventure Staff, Special Needs Staff, 
Lifeguards, Food Service, Maintenance 
Find out more by going online to www.EOCSummercamps.org, Click on Staff & Volunteer. 

Shepherding Group   Do you believe that the church should be a place that welcomes visitors 
and cares for its people?  Pastor is looking for helpers to be part of a shepherding group.  Many of you 
have done this with him before.  Please let him know you are interested in helping to connect new peo-
ple to our church and to provide care for those who are already a part of our church family. 

Minerva Sunday Dinner:  
A Celebration of Family and Friends on this Easter 

Celebrate the joy of eating a dinner at home this Easter. Benefit the food pantries in the Minerva 
community simply by taking a picture of the dinner table on Easter Sunday and posting it (for free) at 
#MinervaSundayDinner2019. The Minerva Community Charitable Fund will donate $5 to area food pan-
tries for each of the first 100 postings. 

The Minerva Area Food Pantry Council, says that preparing and eating a meal at home together is 
an economical way to maintain a sense of family security. Amazingly, in hard times, people sometimes do 
it less. We encounter children and teens who can’t remember the last time they ate at a table as a family 
group.” 

Are you out of food and need help getting a family dinner for Easter? Contact foodforminer-
va@gmail.com for help, or see minervafoodpantry.wordpress.com. 

Minerva Sunday Dinner is sponsored by area churches, the Go Team, the Minerva Area Food Pan-
try Council, Minerva Mission, Minerva businesses, The Minerva Community Charitable Fund, Minerva Lo-
cal Schools, and the Minerva Area Chamber of Commerce. 
Find out how you can make your own donation at https://minervafoodpantry.wordpress.com/ 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 
1030a  Bible Stdy 
7p DAR-parlor 

3 
7p Bells 
7p Lent Bible 
Study @ St. Pauls 

4 
 

5 
Pastor Harley off 

6 

7 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
4p Skyland Hills  
6p Youth Group 
 

8 
Pastor Harley off 

9 
1030a  Bible Stdy 

10 
7p Bells 
7p Lent Bible 
Study @ St. Pauls 

11 
8a Prod Del. 
9a Prod Distr. 
 

12 13 

14  Palm Sunday 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
6p Youth Group 

15 
Pastor Harley off 

16 
1030a  Bible Stdy 

17 
7p Bells 

18  Holy Thursday 
7p Maundy Thurs 
Service @ Mal-
vern UMC 

19  Good Friday 
10-11a CSFP Dist 
7p Good Friday 
Service @ Miner-
va UMC 

20 

21  Easter Sunday 
9a Early Service 
1030a Worship 

22 23 
1030a  Bible Stdy 

24 
1030a St. Lukes 
7p Bells 

25 
930a Eldercare 
1030a Arbors 
7p Choir 

26 27 

28 
915a Sunday Schl 
1030a Worship 
6p Youth Group  
7p Talent Night 
Event 

29 30 
1030a  Bible Stdy 

    

April 2019 


