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November is the month where people traditionally hear the question, “what are you
thankful for?” This is a question that some people answer by retelling their life story,
and others answer by listing everything they own. Neither of these answers is wrong, but neither answer is complete, either.
When we try to name what we are thankful for, we often search through our memory, our relationships,
and our inventory of recent gifts and purchases for which of those items fill us with a feeling of gratitude.
We list what has made us happy, and only sometimes do we go further and name why or how it made
us feel that happiness.
Which means that only sometimes do we let ourselves experience the full depth of gratitude that could
accompany each of those gifts, relationships, experiences, or blessings.
Giving thanks – however we choose to do it – is not something we should do out of a sense of obligation, or just in response to being happy. Giving thanks is something we are meant to do as an authentic
response to something or someone impacting our lives in a deep way:
We give thanks to God for our families and friends and everyone who has loved us, even the
ones who have upset us or hurt us at some point.
We give thanks to God for the opportunities we have received and embraced, even the ones that
have been hard or ultimately disappointing in some way.
We give thanks to God for all that we have, all we have made, and all we have had and lost.
We give thanks to God not because everything in our lives has been perfect, but because
through all the imperfect moments of our lives, God has continued to bless us and be with us.
We give thanks to God for every way that God has offered us hope and love.
Perhaps if we started by asking what has given us hope, we would have a very different list of things we
are thankful for. Or maybe the list would be the same, but we would understand more deeply why we
are grateful for everything we name.
So, what fills you with hope? What has opened your eyes to the love of God? Where have you seen
glimpses of a bright future? And how has God walked beside you in challenging times?
These are the things we are invited to be thankful for this month, and also every day.
Let us give thanks to the God who gives us cause for hope – The creator of all that is, and the One who
is able to do more than all we can ask or imagine.
May they know we are Christians by our love;
Pastor Williams
To reach Pastor Williams, you can get him a message via
the church office (330) 868-4940,
or call or text his cellphone: (567) 228-0669,
or email him at jonathan.lane.williams@gmail.com.
His regular sabbath day is Monday.

Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear, an
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

*Recent Prayers: Gary Price, Cerianna Williamson,
Steve Warth, Jim Hilverding, Laura & Family, Merle Pearson, Terry Stoffer, Jeff Burks, Jeff Maag, Amelia, Mike B.,
Bob Colloredo /Family, Cindy Wheeler, Steve Messner,
James Montgomery
Carolyn/Hunter Wise & baby Logan, all those affected by
the fire at Colfor, Chuck Pearson, Sue Bush Apple, Diane Phillips & Family, Michele Wisneiski, Nelda Andrews, Carolynn Herstine, Signor Family, Hazelynn, Dick Young, Logan Russo, Elaine Mock, Harry Moyer,
Linda Miller, Clint Yeagley & Family
*Continued Prayer: Esther Albery, Pat Alexander, Jackie Anderson, David Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon
Bennett, Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, Dale Caster, Ruth Ann Cox, Austin Criner, Patti Davis,
Joan Dietrich, Jeff Dine, Gerald Fallot, Jamie Fankhauser, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, Pauline Green,
Rachel Haas, Lois Hagge, Lee Hale, Marina Hart, Larry Hawk Sr., Bev Hazen, Jim Hazen, Jeff Herstine,
Patricia Hoagland, Easton Hook, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy Jarvis,
JaiLeigh & Family, Jen Jones, Terry Keeley, Jim Kienzle, Ellen Mary Kump, Irene LeMoine, Dolly Lowry,
Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Jeff Mitzel, Josh Morckel, Sandy Morgan, Connie Morris, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, Greg Peach, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Jessica
Ramsey, Travis Ramsey, Tyler Roach, Craig Rodgers, Jori Ruff, Ron Russell, Corey Sells, Shirley, Chris
Simms, Orin Slack, Harold Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Linda Stalder, Mike Tiffany, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, Wayne/Judy Wilburn, Brody Williams
*Loss of Loved One: Family/Jonathon Minard Jen Sander/Family, Amanda Johns /Family, Ray Davis/
Family, Mikka Davis/Family, Family/Candy, Family of Dave Miller, Family of Ray Haun, Donna Neidig/
Family, Sandy Jarvis & Family, Jeanie/Heather Dominik & Family, Steve & Family, Family of Sue Nastari,
Family of Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner, Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/
Family, Kenny & Michelle Briceland /Family, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, Family/
Carol Sarowatz, Shirley & Steve Warth/Family, Family of Dave Bondurant
*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines: CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson (Korea), Matthew Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller(Japan), Russell Nero (Air Force
Reserves), Mitch Soles (Navy), Logan Russo (Army), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (Navy),
Justin C. Zeedrich
PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request. Your request will be handled with great
care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.
Blessings to you all.












‘AFFORDABLE CHRISTMAS‘
@ MINERVA ELEMENTARY
There is a box in the narthex for donations. Deadline is: Sunday, Nov 22nd
Stocking Stuffers: chapstick, hot wheels,
candy (individually wrapped, art supplies,
puzzles, playdough, etc.
Christmas Stockings: to be filled
Socks: girls and boys
Undies: girls and boys
Hats & Gloves
Gift Cards: DQ, McDonalds, Subway,
Pizza Hut, Game Stop
Perfume/Cologne sets
Art sets
Toy cars and trucks

If anyone is interested in
putting flowers (real or
artificial) on the altar for
a Sunday, please contact the church office so
it can be put in the bulletin, in honor or memory
of someone. If anyone
would like to donate artificial arrangements for
the worship committee
to use to decorate the
altar, please contact
Carol Powell.

Annual Mitten Tree
We will once again have
our Mitten Tree up in the
narthex. Please start
bringing in those mittens,
gloves, hats and scarves.
Thank you for your
generosity and kindness!

Card-Making
Group The group

meets at Linde Klein’s
house, 13086 Baywood
SE, to cut, stamp, and decorate handmade greeting
cards. The benefit we all will get is the cards will be made
available to the congregation for free. Participation in the
group is at no cost, and it will be easy to work at your
own skill level. Card-Making Group starts at 9am, each
Wednesday. For more info, call Linde at 330-401-9868.

Thank you

Thank you to all who had part in the repaving of the church parking lot. From the
person making the contacts and making sure the job was completed to the generous donor who funded the project. The parking lot looks wonderful and I am sure
all who have parked out there are grateful for the work that was done.

Thank you to the trustees for the trim painting that was done on the red building. It’s amazing how much
better it looks now. Thank you for another job well done.
Thank you to Kristen, Shelly & crew for the Fall Festival for the kids. I was so nice to see everyone sort
of together again and it looked like the kids had fun. Most everyone wore masks and I know that was
appreciated. Great Job everyone!
The many cards from the UMC family are so comforting, several from the card group.
Blessings to all. The family of Ronnie Phillips
Prayer Shawl thanks.
Thank you very much for the beautiful prayer shawl. Everyone’s thoughts and prayers are so special for
me and encourage my positive thoughts of healing. Sue (Bush) Apple
Emergency Pantry thanks
Dear Minerva Methodist Church,
What can we say, but Thank You!! God bless you all! We are so grateful & thankful for “Everything”.
When my son and I came home my husband and I sat down and 1 thing at a time was taken out (it was
a treasure hunt). We are so blessed and grateful again!
Thanks so much for all the prayers, cards, and phone calls. My church family is such a blessing. I am
doing better than I expected. I am doing therapy 3 days a week. Thanks again. Carolynn Herstine

November Birthdays

November Anniversaries
Nov 1
Nov 5
Nov 6
Nov 8
Nov 12
Nov 14
Nov 24

Jamie & Marlene Fankhauser
Ronald III & Laurie Miller
Cody & Amie Fankhauser
Larry III & Christy Hawk
Rudy & Judie Evanich
Jim & Bev Hazen
Paul & Diane Binnig

The church nursery—
planning ahead,

needs volunteers to take a turn
watching our the church’s little ones
during worship
(once we can open this part).
Contact the church office,
330-868-4940 or
Shelly Ridzon,
330-704-0458,
if you would like to
join our team!

1
2
3
4
5
7
8

10
11
12
13
14
15
17
19
24
26
27
28
29
30

Caleb Cummings, Randy Meadows
Liam Ramsell, Ruth Felger (96)
Zachary Whitmer
Penny Zeedrich
Mary Ann Hawk, Benson Husted, Elaine Clark,
Amanda Bates
Emma Debo, Justin Muchoney
Dolly Lowry (93), Mike Marteney, Jennie McClellan,
Travis Staib
Kurt Nightingale, Leighton Dieter
David Hale
Ruby Gilliam (98), Edith Evans, Larry Dietrich,
Jeff Wiley
Kristen Graybill, Alice Rocco, Noelle Wheeler
Jerry Hawk, Carter Kellogg, Steven Felger
Blair Briceland
Dirk Hollar, Jennifer Timmerman, Chase Sanor
Kevin Hying
Marlene Linhart, Lurene Matthews,
Danielle Borsh-Vaughan
Pam Pearson, Linda Miller
Kasey Soles
Brock Jackson, Linde Klein, Geraldine Clark,
Bill Staib
Vicki Clifford
Tom Freeland

Minerva UMC’s Produce/Food Distribution on Thursday,
October 8th, served a total of 204 families with 571 family members.
We had good weather, good help, wonderful food from
the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank, and fewer food
clients. It is impossible to figure that part out. Those
that did come for food, found some really awesome apples, sweet potatoes, watermelons and cabbages along with a lot of other grocery items,
including frozen meat. Awesome!
Once again we had some new faces here to help us out. We thank them for
coming alongside us in our work being the hands and feet of God serving those
less fortunate. Each and every volunteer is a blessing and I thank you all!
Blessings, Cheryl
Our next distribution day is Thursday, November 12th….730am.

Our job is to love others
without stopping to inquire
whether or not they are
worthy. That is not our business and, in fact, it is nobody's business. What we
are asked to do is to love,
and this love itself will render both ourselves and our
neighbors worthy.
Thomas Merton

Emergency Pantry

Our EP in September served a total of 11 families with 48 family members. So far in October we have
served 9 families with 35 family members. And the numbers mystery continues. No matter what number
we serve, we are here ready when someone needs us, and that’s what matters the most.

CSFP—Commodity Supplemental Food Program

Once again if anyone knows of someone who might benefit from this supplemental program for seniors
over 60, send them our way. They must live in Carroll or Stark County and meet the income guidelines.

Monthly Food Help is available
at these locations:

Tues & Thurs each week 12-3pm
at the Salvation Army
(old train depot on Valley St.)

2nd Thursday 9a-12p
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940
3rd Tuesday of the month
Monthly Community Dinner at The Community
Building
3rd Tuesday of the month
Food give away @ True North Church 5-630pm.
Normally this would be at the Community Dinner,
but due to current conditions it is located at the
True North Church on Line St.
4th Friday
8am registration 9-11am distribution
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

TOY DRIVE

There is a box in the narthex for donations.
Zach & Ben Whitmer & their friend, Jackson are responsible for this project.
If you would like to help these young men,
Please, donate a NEW TOY. Toys donated will go to
the Salvation Army for their Christmas Gift Program.
Deadline for this project is:
the end of November!

Christmas Food Baskets

It’s time to start picking up the supplies that are
needed to fill the Christmas Food Baskets!
Here is a list of the items that are needed:
Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Soup, Broth,
Boxed Potatoes, Noodles, Canned Pasta, Stuffing
Mix, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Macaroni & cheese,
Hamburger Helper & pasta sides, crackers, cake
& brownies mixes, face soap, dish soap, paper
towels, toilet paper, kleenex, shampoo, peanut
butter, ramen noodles, toothpaste and cereal.
If you want to bring them in early, there is a box in
the narthex to put your donations in or leave them
by the church office (Please do not put them in
Wesley Hall right now).
The Official Sunday to bring in those filled grocery
bags is, November 22.
This annual food project can’t happen without your
help. Thank you in advance for your generosity. If
you have any questions, please contact
Joe or Carolynn Herstine.

ADOPT-A-KID this Christmas

This program is still happening with the Salvation Army. You can contact them directly 330868-5808, if you want to “Adopt-a-Kid” and
provide Christmas Gifts for that child/children
this Christmas or if your Sunday school class
or group wants to participate let us know in the
church office and we can get the tags for you.

November 2020
Happy Thanksgiving!
Sun

Mon

1 All Saints Day 2
1030a Worship

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Thanksgiving!Happy

Sat

3

4
9a Cards
7p Bells

5

6

7
11a Charge Conference

11
9a Cards
7p Bells

12
9a Produce/Food
Distribution

13

14

20
10-11a CSFP
distribution

21

Did you remember to set your
clocks back 1
hour last night?
8
1030a Worship

9

10

15
1030a Worship

16

17
18
6p Trustees
9a Cards
7p Administrative 7p Bells
Council

19

22
Christ the King
Sunday

23

24

26
27
Thanksgiving Day
Building is
Closed

Harvest Home
Sunday
1030a Worship
Bring in your
filled grocery
bags.
29
1st Sunday of
Advent
1030a Worship

30

25
9a Cards
7p Bells

Sign up to be a
Salvation Army Bell Ringer.
Ringing starts November 23 and goes
through December 24. Ringers must
wear a mask and observe social distance.
Sign up in the narthex or contact Virginia
at the Salvation Army 330-868-5808.

28

CHRISTMAS POINSETTIAS 2020
$10.25 Each
Please turn in this form with your payment to the church office
no later than Sunday, Nov. 22. Thank you
RED

6” pot

________

WHITE

6” pot

________

Total Number ordered
Total Price

________

________

Please make checks payable to:
Minerva United Methodist Church
To be listed in the bulletin:
IN MEMORY OF
_______________________________________
IN HONOR OF
________________________________________
If neither of the above is filled in, they will be listed:
TO THE GLORY OF GOD

Your name as you wish it to be printed in the bulletin:
________________________________________________
Phone______________should we need to contact you.
The flowers may be taken home
after the service on Christmas Eve.

Stay Strong Minerva UMC

Stay Strong Minerva UMC

