
 

 
As any trip to the grocery store will remind us, Halloween is almost here. Candy, costume 
parts, and various creepy trinkets are on sale, and will be for most of the coming month. 
This holiday also reaches into our entertainment: scary movie marathons are coming soon 
to a TV channel or streaming service that you can access, and strange or frightening 
storylines may be taking over one of your favorite shows for an episode.  
There are some people who love this holiday. There are also some people who really enjoy horror films 
and other forms of entertainment with dark themes throughout the year. One of my friends from seminary 
is a published author whose most recent book looks at the history of vampires in popular culture and en-
tertainment. He also loves the work of Stephen King, and he is far from the only person I know who en-
joys things that fall under the broad category of “scary.” 
One of the realities of being human is that we experience fear. It happens when we are startled or sur-
prised; It happens when we are threatened, or feel threatened, or are anticipating being threatened; It 
happens when we find ourselves facing the unknown or the unfamiliar, but also when we are forced to 
face a truth that is uncomfortable or undeniable. We sometimes choose to experience fear in our enter-
tainment – Horror movies, roller coasters, and haunted houses come to mind as examples – but most of 
our experiences of fear are not ones we would choose – unexpected bills we can’t afford, accidents that 
cause us harm, all manner of moments and interactions that force us to face our limitations, our frailties, 
and our mortality. 
Dealing with fear, facing it and learning to keep living despite it, is part of what we all must do as human 
beings. Pretending that fear does not exist, or that nothing should frighten us is not a viable option. Fear 
is real. Fear is natural and normal. Fear is one way our bodies tell us that something is wrong. But fear is 
also something we can and must face in order to grow and thrive. And our faith can help us to face it – not 
by minimizing it or telling us to ignore it, but by giving us the courage to face it and understand why we 
are afraid. 
Over 300 passages in the Bible, many of them in moments when a person is about to have a conversa-
tion with God or a divine messenger, include or begin with God saying, “do not be afraid.” Isaiah 43, a 
prophetic message to a people struggling through a time of exile and despair, begins: “Do not fear, for I 
have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through the fire you 
shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.” 
God’s message to people facing difficult and frightening times is to have courage. To not run or hide in 
the face of fear, but to walk through whatever lies ahead with confidence. Not that we won’t feel afraid, 
but that our fear should not prevent us from living our lives or living out our faith. 
So as you ponder the things that cause you fear – which I do recommend from time to time – remember 
that God is with you in the midst of your fear.  
May your faith give you the wisdom to know and understand your fear, the courage to face it, and the 
peace that can only come by passing through it. 
May they know we are Christians by our love; 
Pastor Williams 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Charge Conference this year will be on Saturday, October 24, 2020 at 11:00am at the church. We will 
be connecting with other churches and the district office via Zoom. Anyone who has a leadership role in 
the church is welcome to come and vote. Please remember to wear a mask. 
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Recent Prayers: Steve Warth, Gary Price, Linda 
Stalder, Jim Hilverding, Rachel Haas, Laura & Family, 
Terry Keeley, Kathy Johnson, Merle Pearson, Terry Stof-
fer, Jeff Burks, Jeff Maag, Cerianna  Williamson, Amelia, 
Mike B., Bob Colloredo /Family, Austin Criner, Sandy Mor-

gan, Cindy Wheeler, Pat Alexander, Steve Messner, Shirley & Steve Warth/Family, 
Easton Hook, Dave Bondurant, JaiLeigh & Family, Bev Hazen, Carolyn & Hunter Wise & baby Logan, 
Sue Bush Apple, Family of Ronnie Phillips 
Continued Prayer:  Esther Albery, Jackie Anderson, David Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon Bennett, Paul 
& Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, Dale Caster, Ruth Ann Cox, Patti Davis, Joan Dietrich, Jeff Dine, 
Gerald Fallot, Jamie Fankhauser, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, Pauline Green, Lois Hagge, Lee Hale, 
Pastor Harley/Cindy, Marina Hart, Barb Haun, Larry Hawk Sr., Jim Hazen, Jeff Herstine, Patricia Hoa-
gland, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy Jarvis, Jen Jones, Jim Kienzle, 
Alvin Kinsey, Ellen Mary Kump, Irene LeMoine, Dolly Lowry, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, 
Carl Mentz, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Jeff Mitzel, Josh Morckel, Connie Morris, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy 
Neidig, Greg Peach, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Ronnie Phillips, Jessica Ramsey, Travis Ram-
sey, Tyler Roach, Craig Rodgers, Jori Ruff,  Ron Russell, Corey Sells, Shirley, Chris Simms, Orin Slack, 
Harold Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Mike Tiffany, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wag-
ner, Jerry Weber, Wayne/Judy Wilburn, Brody Williams, Dick Young 
Loss of Loved One:  Family/Jonathon Minard  Jen Sander/Family, Amanda Johns /Family, Ray Davis/
Family, Mikka Davis/Family, Family/Candy, Family of Dave Miller, Family of Ray Haun, Donna Neidig/
Family, Sandy Jarvis & Family, Jeanie/Heather Dominik & Family, Steve & Family, Family of Sue Nasta-
ri, Family of Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner,  Pastor Jonathan & Ni-
cole/Family, Kenny & Michelle Briceland /Family, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, 
Family/Carol Sarowatz, 
Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson (Korea), 
Matthew Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller(Japan), Russell Nero (Air 
Force Reserves), Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. 
Zeedrich 

Dear Minerva UMC,  Dad, Linda and I want to 
thank you for the flowers you sent for Mom’s ser-
vices.  They were beautiful.  Thank you for all of 
the prayers, cards, phone calls and goodies you 
have sent to Mom through the years.  She appre-
ciated them all.  Thank you for the ways you con-
tinue to support Dad as he grieves the loss of 
Mom.  Sincerely, Karen (Colloredo) Kerr, the fam-
ily of Janet Colloredo 
 
Thank You All for all the cards, flowers and dona-
tions in the passing of Janet.  She was a positive 
Church member and will be sadly 
missed.      Thank you      Bob 
 
Thank you for the anonymous dona-
tion of funds for the Minerva UMC 
food program!  We thank you for 
your generosity! 

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church 
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request.  Your request will be handled with great 

care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.    
Blessings to you all. 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 

Thank You "O sun and skies and clouds of June,  
And flowers of June together,  
Ye cannot rival for one hour 
October's bright blue weather."  

"Listen!  the wind is rising, 
and the air is wild with leaves, 
We have had our summer evenings, 
now for October eves!"   Humbert Wolfe   



October Birthdays 
2 Diane Binnig 
3 Josh Davis, Gerald Fallot 
4 Jerry Lewis 
5 Bruce Kellogg 
6 Ed Felger, Steve G. Warth 
7 Kelly Kidder 
8 Deb Albaugh, Mike Wadsworth 
10 Rachel Vaughan 
11 Shirley Warth 
12 Andrew McNutt, Harry Cunningham 
13 Ayme Hying 
15 Larry “Butch” Hawk, Asher Davis 
16 Martha Gotschall 
17 Rod Romano, Donna Neidig 
18 Amie Fankhauser, Eric Eddy 
19 Walt Miller, Matt Miller 
20 Jonathan Fankhauser, Dillon Long, Mary O’Brien 
21 Nancy Pearson, Kristyn Sanor 
22 Todd Ellis, Roger Dieringer, Kasey Adleman,        
 Shari Boylen 
24 Diane Granger, Harley Wheeler 
25 Cristin Rerrig, Sara Felger 
26 Kathy Sanor, Ronda Bryan 
27 Olivia Rickels 
30 Alyx Larson 

October Anniversaries 
Oct 2  Corey & Marissa Essick 
Oct 3  Dan & Melia Danner 
Oct 4  John & Pat Alexander 
Oct 6  Ryan & Heather Smith 
Oct 10  Ben & Morgan Albaugh 
Oct 14  Brody & Teri Hollar 
Oct 15  Richard & Sandra Cunningham 
Oct 20  Larry & Mary Ann Hawk 
Oct 21  Tim & Kelly Kidder 
Oct 27  Troy & Kasey Soles 

The church nursery  
needs volunteers to take a turn watching 

our little ones during worship  
once we can open this part).  

Contact the church office, 330-868-4940 
or  

Shelly Ridzon,  
330-704-0458,  

if you would like to  
join our team! 

 
Attention All kids: 

We hope you can come to our 
Fall Festival Oct. 11 
from 9:30-11:15am 

Location:  Grassy area beside the church.  In case of rain we will meet 
(social distancing) in Wesley Hall. 

We will have a lesson, games...including pumpkin bowling, roll a pumpkin 
game, bingo & more.  We will have a craft and of course a snack. 
Please remember to wear you face mask and wear old clothes. 

We hope you can join us. 
If you can help please call Kristen Graybill 330-323-9123 or  

Carolynn Herstine 330-868-7554. 

Cookout at 
Skyland Hills Trailer Park 
Sunday, Oct. 11, 4-6pm 

We could use your help! 
Sign up to help  

this outreach continue to serve  
the folks in the  

Skyland Hills Community! 



The Minerva UMC Produce/Food distribution on Thurs-
day, Sept 10, served a total of 217 families with 629 
family members. 
What a wonderful morning of serving we had!  The 
weather was beautiful, the help was wonderful and the 
food provided by the Akron-Canton Regional Foodbank 

was interestingly good.  This time of year you just never know what you’re go-
ing to get.   
God does provide for this outreach.  I was a little concerned about covering all 
the parts of the  program with enough volunteers and once again we came out 
with enough help.  I do thank those volunteers who came out to help us for the 
first time and those who came back after being away for a long period of time.  Each and every volunteer 
is a blessing to this program.   

It’s a wonderful morning, on distribution day!   
Please consider joining us for another distribution on Thursday, October 8th, 730am.   

 
Our Emergency Pantry for the month of August ended with 11 families and 57 family members.   
So far in September we have served 12 families and 50 family members. 
 

Commodity Supplemental Food Program—boxes for Seniors 
We are still working with our list of 30 CSFP clients.  In the past month the list has fluctuated, a lot.  People 
were removed from the list for various reasons (unable to make contact with them or moved away) and 
others put on in their places.  Once again if you know of someone 60 yrs or older, living in Stark or Carroll 
County and meets the income guidelines, that would benefit from this program, please have them give me 
a call and we can get them signed up.   

Card-Making Group    
The group meets at  

Linde Klein’s house, 13086 Baywood SE,  
to cut, stamp, and decorate  
handmade greeting cards.  

The benefit we all will get is the cards will be 
made available to the congregation for free. 
Participation in the group is at no cost, and it 
will be easy to work at your own skill level.  

Card-Making Group meets  
at 9am, each Wednesday. 

Monthly Food Help is available  
at these locations: 

Tues & Thurs each week 12-3pm  
at the Salvation Army  
(old train depot on Valley St.) 
 
2nd Thursday  9a-12p  
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC 
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available 
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month  
Monthly Community Dinner at The Community 
Building 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month 
Food give away @ True North Church 5-630pm.  
Normally this would be at the Community Dinner, 
but due to current conditions it is located at the 
True North Church on Line St. 
 
4th Friday   
8am registration  9-11am distribution 
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 

Christmas Food Baskets 
Now is a good time to start picking up food to do-
nate for the Christmas Food Baskets.  Watch the 
sale flyers for all the area grocery stores.  IGA is 
having their caseload sale right now.  So stock up!  
 
Here is a list of the normal items that are need-
ed…..Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, Soup, 
Broth, Boxed Potatoes, Noodles, Canned Pasta, 
Stuffing Mix, Pasta, Spaghetti Sauce, Macaroni & 
cheese, Hamburger Helper & pasta sides, crack-
ers, cake & brownies mixes, face soap, dish soap, 
paper towels, toilet paper, kleenex, shampoo, 
peanut butter, ramen noodles, toothpaste and ce-
real. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact  Joe or 
Carolynn Herstine.   



October 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 
1030a Worship 

5 6 7 
9a Card Makers 
7p Bells 

8 
9a Produce/Food 
Distribution 

9 10 

11 
930a-1115a 
Fall Festival 
1030a Worship 
4-6p Cookout at 
Skyland Hills 

12 13 14 
9a Card Makers 
7p Bells 

15 16 17 

18  Laity Sunday 
1030a Worship 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor Jonathan 
Vacation 

19 20 21 
9a Card Makers 
7p Bells 

22 23 24 
11am Charge 
Conference 

25 
1030a Worship 

26 27 28 
9a Card Makers 
7p Bells 

29 30 31 

Pastor Jonathan Vacation—————————————————————————————————————— 




