
East Ohio Annual Conference will meet virtually on September 26 and 27, 2020. Voting members of the con-
ference will be able to login remotely, and video of the session will be streamed live online. 
Congregations across the conference are being asked to join the bishop for a live-streamed worship service on 
Sunday, September 27, 2020 at 10:00 AM. Minerva UMC invites you to join us for this worship service. 
The link will be provided via email and on our Facebook page for you to stream or view the service from home. 
Or, if you do not have reliable internet at home or would otherwise prefer to come to the church to view it, we 
will be hosting a worship watch event in the sanctuary. (Masks and social distancing will still be required.)  
Other services from the East Ohio Annual Conference will be available via livestream on Saturday, September 
26, 2020: The service of Remembrance and Holy communion will be live at 9:00 AM. You will be invited to 
share in Holy Communion with your own elements (e.g.: grape juice and bread.) 

  The service of Ordination and Commissioning will be live at 6:00 PM. Pastor Jonathan Williams 
will be commissioned as a provisional elder in the conference during this service. 
All videos can be viewed at http://www.eocumc.com/eoac20. 

Are you a geek? 
 The word “geek” has become a relatively commonplace word in modern English.  It is a slang term that 
originally referred to people who were eccentric, non-mainstream, or outsiders.  It has since been adopted by 
those who embrace technology not just as a tool, but as an essential component of life, among many others.  It 
often refers to intense fans of specific genres or sub-cultures within society, again sometimes used as a nega-
tive, but not always.  
 Maybe you grew up in a time when that word wasn’t used.  Maybe you grew up in a time when it was 
aimed at people as an insult.  Maybe you wear it as a badge of honor.  But whichever of these applies to you, 
there is still some truth to the idea that everyone is a geek. 
At its core, being a geek means being passionate about something, and that something could really be any-
thing: technology, anime, science fiction, chess, photography, nature, music, Shakespeare’s plays, drag racing, 
football, antique shopping, teaching, cars, pie baking, or literally anything else. It means being a fan, or some-
times a superfan, or a participant who is an amateur – someone who does something because they love it, 
even if they aren’t very good.  Being a geek means there is something (or more than one thing) that you actively 
include in your life and participate in in your own unique way because it matters to you: you love something 
about it even if you can’t explain why; you have a passion for it.  It gives you joy.  It’s not just part of your life, it’s 
part of you, and you are part of it. 
So maybe the better question is, “How are you a geek?” 
 Whether we use the word “geek” or not, we are supposed to have geek-like passion in our lives.  We are 
also invited to have that same level of passion about our faith.  Faith is supposed to be something that fills us 
with joy, that gives us a feeling of comfort in trying times, and that truly feels to us like a vital part of our identity.  
The invitation that Jesus gave to his first disciples was to follow him and discover something that would trans-
form them, and also something that would stay with them and be a part of them for the rest of their lives.  That 
same invitation is the one Jesus gives to us. And just like everything else in the world that fills our hearts with 
joy, or our days with adventures, or our shelves with memories and mementos, we are invited to let ourselves 
geek out about our faith – not instead of everything else, but alongside everything else. 
 So what are you passionate about? What fills you with Joy?  Where do you turn when the world gets 
heavy? Whatever or wherever that is, have you looked for God in it? because God meant for us to be passion-
ate about our lives and about things that matter to us in unique ways, and is waiting for us to discover how em-
bracing our passion for life can draw us closer to God. After all, everything we are passionate about is part of 
God’s creation, too. 
God made us all to be geeks: 
May we embrace the things we are passionate about; 
May God be revealed to us through them; 
May our faith and joy increase. 
And as we let ourselves be honest about our passion in the presence of others, 
May they know we are Christians by our love.   Pastor Williams 
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I want to thank all my church family for all the prayers 
and cards during Gary's illness and passing.  It really 
meant a lot to both of us to be remembered so faith-
fully by all of you.   
Bless you all , Kay Stoffer  

Recent Prayers: Jim Hilverding, Rachel Haas, Laura & Fami-
ly, Terry Keeley, Kathy Johnson, Merle Pearson, Terry Stoffer, 
Jake Stillion, Jeff Burks, Mary Staib, Jeff Maag, Kay Stoffer/
Family, Dennis Miller, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers & Family, 
Cerianna  Williamson, Steve Warth, Amelia, Mike B.,  
Family of Carol Sarowatz, Bob Colloredo & Family,  

         Bev Hazen, Austin Criner 
Continued Prayer:  Esther Albery, Jackie Anderson, David Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon Bennett, Diane Binnig, 
Cathy Blitz, Dave Bondurant/Sara/Tom & Joellen, Brooke, Dale Caster, Bob & Janet Colloredo, Ruth Ann Cox, Patti 
Davis, Vernon Deininger, Joan Dietrich, Jeff Dine, Gerald Fallot, Jamie Fankhauser, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, 
Pauline Green, Lois Hagge, Lee Hale, Pastor Harley & Cindy, Marina Hart, Barb Haun, Larry Hawk Sr., Jim Hazen, 
Jeff Herstine, Patricia Hoagland, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack & Sandy Jarvis, Jen 
Jones, Jim Kienzle, Alvin Kinsey, Ellen Mary Kump, Irene LeMoine, Dolly Lowry, Linda, Madison, John Martin, 
Jim McCully, Carl Mentz, Linda Miller, Jeff Mitzel, Josh Morckel, Connie Morris, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, 
Greg Peach, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Ronnie Phillips, Jeff Price, Jessica Ramsey, Travis Ramsey, Tyler 
Roach, Craig Rodgers, Jori Ruff,  Ron Russell, Corey Sells, Shirley, Chris Simms, Orin Slack, Harold Smith, Roland 
Smith, Claire & Virgil Springer, Mike Tiffany, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, ReeAnn Whitacre, 
Wayne/Judy Wilburn, Brody Williams, Dick Young 
Loss of Loved One:  Family/Jonathon Minard  Jen Sander/Family, Amanda Johns /Family, Sandy Mong/Family, 
Ray Davis/Family, Mikka Davis/Family, Family/Candy, Family of Wilbur Cogan, Family of Dave Miller, Family of 
Gary Leyda, Family of Ray Haun, Donna Neidig/Family, Mark & Jan Maurer/Family, Sandy Jarvis & Family, Jean-
ie/Heather Dominik & Family, Steve & Family, Kay & Ken Lewis/Family, Mike & Sarah Russo/Family, Family of 
Sue Nastari, Family of Nancy Cooper, Family of Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner,  
Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/Family, Kenny & Michelle Briceland/Family, 
Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson (Korea), Matthew 
Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller(Japan), Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), 
Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich 

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church 
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request.  Your request will be handled with great 

care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.    
Blessings to you all. 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 

Condolences to: 
Gretchen (Kump) Brothers & Family. 
Gretchen’s husband, Jim Brothers,  

passed away July 28, 2020. 
 

Bob Colloredo & Family.   
Bob’s wife, Janet, 

passed away August 14, 2020. 

The end of an era…………... 
Thank you to Jan & Mark Maurer.  Jan & Mark made 
sure, for the past 3 years that Pastor Harley still had 
Carl’s truck to use, each and every month, for some 
of our produce deliveries.   Jan & Mark, we thank you 
for your generosity and for blessing our distribution in 
Carl’s memory.   
Thank you!  Thank you!  We really appreciated it!   
Cheryl Hart, Food program Coordinator 

Thank You 



School has started! 
Pray for the students, 
teachers, staff, and 

those doing their class 
work online  

The church nursery  
needs volunteers to take a turn watching 
our little ones during worship (once we 

can open this part).  
Contact the church office, 330-868-4940 

or  
Shelly Ridzon,  
330-704-0458,  

if you would like to  
join our team! 

September Birthdays 
1 Heather Shirley, Emily Mapes 
2 Alyson Gonzalez, Holly Fankhauser, Ryan Miller 
3 Mary Miller, Cheryl Gotschall 
5 Logan Russo 
6 Jenna Daulbaugh 
7 Olivia Anderson 
8 Steve Wickersham 
9 Jamie Hilverding, Josie Pitts, Wyatt Ridzon 
10 Laura Stauffer, Eli Maurer, William McCullough 
11 Vernon Deininger, Rev. Susan Lausch, Dean Holland 
12 Paula Rogers, Shaun Green 
13 Zerick Banner, Holly Brust 
15 Ray Davis, Ron Phillips, Brandon Pearson, Brian Dieringer 
16 Greg Peach, Mason Freday, Linda Hetrick, Vyctoria Nightingale 
17 Tyson Mock 
18 Kyle Waseman 
19 Justin Stalder, Darlie Katz, Melah Essick 
20 Jim Brawley 
21 Dale Cogan 
22 Tricia Wurzbach, Brian kienzle, Debbie Keister 
23 Emilianne Ramsell, Rebecca Soliday 
24 Madison Long, Lillian Key 
25 Barb Meadwos, Jim Hetrick, Kim Thomas 
26 Ellen Mary Kump, Alex Gotschall, Timmy Kirkpatrick 
27 Virginia Pearson 
28 Rick Miller, Denise Shepard 
29 John Alexander, Cindy Wheeler 
30 Jennifer Hart, Steve Warth, Eden Wheeler, Jim O’Brien 

September Anniversaries 
Sept 6  Jeff & Samantha Zimmerman 
Sept 13 Rich & Rochelle Ridzon 
Sept 14 Alan & Amelia Basford 
Sept 15 Adam & Jennifer Palmer 
Sept 17 Rick & Laura Stauffer 
Sept 17 Lee & Mary Jo Wyatt 
Sept 23 Michael & Dawn Alexander 
Sept 24 Dan & Jennifer Jones 
Sept 26 Machia & Liz Wheeler 

New Birthday 
On August 5th, 2020 

Daniel & Alyssa Kienzle welcomed their son, 
Leonard Daniel Kienzle. 

Proud grandparents are Jim and Criss Kienzle 

Welcome and  
Happy Birthday, Leonard! 

Thank you to all who donated school 
supplies or funds to purchase school 
supplies this year.  You have helped 
quite a number of Minerva School chil-
dren with those needed supplies.  



Card-Making Group    
The group meets at  

Linde Klein’s house, 13086 Baywood SE,  
to cut, stamp, and decorate  
handmade greeting cards.  

The benefit we all will get is the cards will be 
made available to the congregation for free. 
Participation in the group is at no cost, and it 
will be easy to work at your own skill level.  

Card-Making Group meets  
at 9am, each Wednesday. 

Our  Produce / Food Distribution on Thursday, 
August 13th served 217 families with 633 family mem-
bers.  Way to go Volunteers!  You did an awesome job 
once again!   
 
We have enjoyed having some teachers with us since 

the schools were shut down for a couple months and also during the 
summer break months.  We have appreciated your help!  And we had 

some students with us to help out during July and August.  I thank you for your 
awesome help, Tyler, Timmy, Hannah, Olivia & Jenna!  We will miss having all 
the extra folks helping, as they had time, during these past several months.   
 
Thank you to a couple of our volunteers who have stayed for the past few months clear till it was time to 
close the doors after clean up.  There is so much that needs done at the end of the morning that can’t get 
done quickly without some help, like...stacking pallets, pallet moving, box stacking, floor sweeping, table 
moving, product moving for storage, trash can emptying, sign moving, getting the building into shape, 
parking lot tear down, and lots more little details that can’t be done until the end.   
 
And I thank all of the volunteers for caring for each other by wearing your face coverings while you work 
together each month.    
Mark your calendar for our next Distribution day, Thursday, September 10th.   
Blessings, Cheryl 
 

Emergency Pantry:  In July our Emergency Pantry served 7 families with 19 family members.  So 
far in August we have served 7 families with 32 family members.  It will be interesting to see if our num-
bers go up or down now that the kids are back in school.  Thank you all for your continuing support. 
 

CSFP (Commodity Supplemental Food Program):  Our current list is fluctuating quite a 
bit in the past couple months.  There are clients we have been unable to make contact with and clients 
who have dropped off the list for various reasons.  So the list gets shuffled a little and waiting list clients 
get moved up.  If you know of anyone who might benefit from this program let me know.  They must live in 
Stark or Carroll Counties, be 60 yrs or older and meet income guidelines.  We really do need to build our 
waiting list again, so let me know or give someone the church phone number and they can call for an ap-
plication.  The prepacked boxes are given out 1 time a month and contain all shelf stable food.   

Monthly Food Help is available  
at these locations: 

Tues & Thurs each week 12-3pm  
at the Salvation Army  
(old train depot on Valley St.) 
 
2nd Thursday  9a-12p  
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC 
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available 
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month  
Monthly Community Dinner at The Community 
Building 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month 
Food give away @ True North Church 5-630pm.  
Normally this would be at the Community Dinner, 
but due to current conditions it is located at the 
True North Church on Line St. 
 
4th Friday   
8am registration  9-11am distribution 
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 



While we look forward to the chance to see each other in worship, the current situation 
with the COVID-19 pandemic requires that we take steps out of caution and concern for the 
safety of our congregation and our staff. The threat of viral infection is still a very real one, and 
we look forward to your cooperation and patience as we resume Sunday morning services. 
These Changes are Planned: 
 Sanctuary Seating: To ensure social distancing, there will be seating areas designat-

ed, and you may be asked to take a designated seat, depending on availability. Households should sit to-
gether.   

 Wearing masks: This is required now unless you have a medical reason not too. 
 Hand-washing: hand sanitizer will be placed at entrances. We ask you to use it as you come into 

the building. 
 Social distancing: Six feet of distance should be maintained between others, unless you are from 

the same household, or otherwise have been in regular contact with them. When entering and leaving we 
ask that you allow space for others, and ask that if you want to have a conversation before or after worship, 
you do so outside. (But remember, when outside, to practice ‘Social Distancing’) You may be asked to stay 
in your seat while others safely exit the sanctuary after the service. 

 Singing: The current CDC guidelines discourage group singing. For the time being, we will find oth-
er ways to praise God.  

 Hand-Shaking; Please do not offer to shake hands at this time, hugs also are not practicing ‘Social 
Distancing’! There will not be a “Hand of Fellowship” time in the service. 

 Sunday School, Junior Church and Nursery: Sunday School, Junior Church, and Nursery care are 
all still suspended, due to safety concerns. Likewise, the Children’s Moment is not in the service. 

 The Offering: Offering plates will be available by the doors, for you to leave your tithe. You are still 
encouraged to send your gift by mail or drop it off during the week. 

 Service length: The anticipated length of the service is 30-45 minutes. 
 Other Considerations: 
 If you are part of an at-risk group, we want you to STAY SAFE and Stay Home. Online worship will 

be available for the foreseeable future. 
 Come a Little Early: We want to prevent crowding in the hallways and doorways.  We suggest that 

you find your seat and begin a time of prayer and meditation. 
 
Friends, while we are eager to spread the Good News to a hurting world, we do not want to spread the corona-
virus! We feel it is prudent to have a ‘soft start’ to in-person worship, and not strive to crowd the sanctuary 
space. We encourage people to social distance, wear masks, use frequent hand washing and avoid touching 
your face in public, to help prevent the spread of the virus. Online worship is still available on the Minerva Unit-
ed Methodist Church YouTube channel and Facebook page. 
 
Again, the Minerva UMC leadership has been blessed by your fortitude, patience and support during the pan-
demic emergency. We rely on your patient cooperation. It has been a long and weary road, and many have 
lost income and precious time with family. We encourage you to look forward to the time, which will come when 
we can worship together with less caution, and resume classes and children’s activities. 
Yours in Christ,    Minerva UMC Leadership 

Christmas Food Baskets 
Now is a good time to start picking up food to donate for the Christmas Food Baskets.  Watch the sale 
flyers for all the area grocery stores.    
 
Here is a list of the normal items that are needed…..Canned Fruit, Canned Vegetables, 
Soup, Broth, Boxed Potatoes, Noodles, Canned Pasta, Stuffing Mix, Pasta, Spaghetti 
Sauce, Macaroni & cheese, Hamburger Helper & pasta sides, crackers, cake & brown-
ies mixes, face soap, dish soap, paper towels, toilet paper, kleenex, shampoo, peanut 
butter, ramen noodles, toothpaste and cereal. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact  Joe or Carolynn Herstine.   



Opportunities 
St. Luke Lutheran Community 
from Community Relations and Development Director Lauren Koketko 
 
The St. Luke Lutheran Community Organization is looking for volunteers to fill these area: 
 Backup reserve for STNAs, TNs, LPN 
 Backup reserve for Hospitality Aides 
 Feeding residents 
 Serving meals, snack and drinks or helping in the kitchen and with dishes 
 Staffing the front desk (sorting mail, answering calls, making copies, and other clerical support) 
 Delivering items to resident rooms (activity sheets, mail, laundry, etc) 
 Cleaning and disinfecting rooms and equipment 
 Helping residents video chat with family members 
 Checking in visitors and monitoring outdoor family visitations 
 
Or if you are technologically inclined help is also needed with virtual visits:   
 Chatting with residents 
 Reading to residents 
 Creating content for the facility’s in-house TN channel 
 

 
 

Canton Calvary Mission 
After 14 yrs serving as the Executive Director of Canon Calvary Mission,  

Marie Senften-Deitz is retiring.   
There will be an Open House held in her honor on  

September 23, 2020 from 10am-2pm at the mission.   
Feel free to stop by and wish her well. 

Look online…. 
“Grace Got You” 

by Mercy Me 
It’s a Very Cool song! 



September 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 
1030a Worship  

7 Labor Day 
Office Closed 

8 9 10 
9a Monthly Pro-
duce/Food Distr. 

11 12 

13 
1030a Worship  

14 15 
6p Trustees 
7p Admin. Coun, 

16 17 18 
10-11a CSFP Dist 

19 

20 
1030a Worship  

21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 
1030a Worship  

28 29 30    

Annual Conference———————————————-- 




