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 Advent comes every year and gets ignored by the world every year. This year is different, or at 
least, it could be.  
 We are all waiting for the pandemic to be over, anxious to get back to life as it was, or more likely to 
get on with life as it will be. We are anxious, and that anxiety makes us want to rush, but our rushing won’t 
make the future we want come any quicker. Time keeps moving forward one day at a time no matter how 
fast we run.  
 We know that what lies ahead of us is full of possibility. We know and believe that a brighter day is 
coming. But we also know that we have to live in this moment, not in the one that we hope will come. 
Most people who were alive at the time of Jesus’ birth had no idea who he was or what his arrival meant. 
For a few – his family, some shepherds, and a handful of others – his arrival was a source of wonder and 
joy.  The rest of the world was still waiting, and still anxious. 
 Many of those waiting people spoke about a promise of a brighter future – about a coming messiah 
and a time of jubilee – but it was always something out in front of them, out of reach. They treated it as 
something out of reach even as it was coming true, because it was happening in a place or a way they 
could not see. And yet, they found a way to live faithfully because they trusted in that promise, even in the 
midst of their struggles. 
 Advent is the season when we step back into their shoes, and experience life for a moment not as 
people who understand the meaning of Jesus’ birth and life, but as those who know only that God has 
made us the promise of a brighter day coming. If we join the world in rushing to celebrate Christmas be-
fore it arrives, we might miss the deep joy that could come with it like watching the sun rise after a cold, 
dark night.  
 Instead, we are given an opportunity to be fully present in this moment: the moment before the 
promise comes true. The moment when it is our faith that sustains us, not our knowledge of the past. The 
moment when our anxiety could overwhelm us, but we push it away and look toward the future with hope, 
patiently waiting, walking, and welcoming the gifts that God has hidden in plain sight for those whose eyes 
are open to them. 
 In the season of advent, especially this year, may we discover anew the hope, peace, and joy that 
God is offering to us as we anticipate the coming of Christ into the world once again. 
 
And as always,  
May they know we are Christians by our love;  Pastor Jonathan Williams 

We have heard how to protect ourselves from the Coronavirus: wash your hands, wear a mask, keep 
safe distance, stay home. Those are good reminders for how to protect your body from the pandemic, but 
what about protecting your soul from it?  We have been living with this virus in our lives for more than half 
a year, and it is not going away. We have adapted to living with these safety rules – some of us better 
than others. But merely not getting sick is not the whole picture.  
 
John Wesley encouraged his class meetings to begin with a question over 250 years ago: How is it with 
your soul? The health of the body is crucial, but we are more than just bodies to keep healthy. 
So as you focus on doing what keeps your body safe and healthy, and on doing what keeps those 
around you safe and healthy, we also need to make a point of doing what keeps our souls healthy. 
 
Continued on the next page... 



This advent season, given the possibility that we may not all be able to worship in the sanctuary each Sun-
day, we are encouraging every family to have a set of Advent Candles at home, and to light them either as 
you watch the service online, or as you reflect at the beginning of the week.  
 
These candles are our gift to you for this purpose. 
Some of you may already have candles to use for this; If you don’t, we have sets you can use at the 
church office. Contact Cheryl to arrange to pick one up. Also, if you know of someone from our church who 
needs a set of candles and cannot come pick them up, please feel free to deliver them. (Again, please tell 
Cheryl so we don’t duplicate deliveries.) 
 
Instructions for assembly (wreath/greenery not included) 
Divide the playdoh into five equal pieces, rolling each into a short strip. 
Place the cups bottom-up on the table. 
Insert the candles into the cups (roughly ¾ of an inch.) 
Wrap one strip of playdoh around the base of each candle to secure it to the cup. 
Place the gold-wrapped candle in the center; arrange the others around it in a ring. 
(if you have a wreath or greenery, place that around the candles.) 
 
Advent-at-Home 2020 
Light the appropriate number of candles for each week, then read (out loud if you want) and reflect for a 
moment on the lessons listed for that day: 
Week 1 (11/29) Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; 1 Corinthians 1:3-9. 
Week 2 (12/6) Psalm 85:8-13; Isaiah 40:1-11. 
Week 3 (12/13) Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; Psalm 126. 
Week 4 (12/20) Luke 1:26-38, 46-55.  
Christmas Eve  Luke 2:1-20. 
 
After reading the lesson each week, you are invited to pray, adding your own prayers to the prayer below: 
God of infinite possibilities, who came and is coming to dwell among us,  
fill our hearts with the light of your love in this advent season.  
We pray today:  
for the whole world… 
for the nation… 
for those close to our hearts…  
and for ourselves and our needs… 
Come, O Jesus, and abide with us. Amen.” 

Continued from previous page... 
 Are you reading your Bible? Also, are you reading or doing something else that keeps your mind en-

gaged? 
 Are you taking time for prayer? Are you looking for God in the world and lifting the world up to God? 
 Are you reaching out to your family, your friends, members of your church family, and your neighbors 

by phone/text/facetime or skype or zoom/ or even dropping a card in the mail? 
 Are you finding safe ways to have fun, even when the sky is gray? 
 Are you giving yourself permission to rest, to put down all of the things that are weighing on your 

mind, and just be still for a moment? 
 And as we approach the holiday season with all of its chaos, are you taking the time to feel and ex-

press gratitude? 
 
This is a strange time, and this is a challenging time. But we are resilient. God has given us bodies that 
fight back against infection, and wisdom that is shared with us to prevent infection, and relationships that 
can sustain us amid the anxiety we feel.  
Yes, there is a pandemic, but how is it with your soul, even in the middle of a pandemic? 
 
May we remember to take the care of our souls and tending to our neighbors’ souls just as seriously as 
all of the other pandemic care rituals we have embraced.  



PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church 
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request.  Your request will be handled with great 

care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.    
Blessings to you all. 

*Recent Prayers: Steve Warth, Cerianna  Williamson, 
Jim Hilverding, Laura & Family, Jeff Burks, Amelia, Sue 
Bush Apple, Michele Wisneiski, Nelda Andrews, Carolynn 
Herstine, Signor Family, Hazelynn, Dick Young, Logan 
Russo, Elaine Mock, Harry Moyer, Linda Miller, Clint 
Yeagley & Family, Pat Miller, Connie & Charlie Hawkins, 

Mr & Mrs Rick Foss, Family of Irene LeMoine, Pastor Lee Iden, Aksel Sanor, Lindsay Hart 

*Continued Prayer:  Esther Albery, Pat Alexander, Jackie Anderson, Mike B., David Baughman, Jean 
Bell, Sharon Bennett, Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, Dale Caster, Ruth Ann Cox, Austin Criner, 
Patti Davis, Joan Dietrich, Jeff Dine, Gerald Fallot, Jamie Fankhauser, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, 
Pauline Green, Rachel Haas, Lois Hagge, Lee Hale, Pastor Harley/Cindy, Marina Hart, Larry Hawk Sr., 
Bev Hazen, Jim Hazen, Jeff Herstine, Patricia Hoagland, Lea Hough, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy 
Jarvis, JaiLeigh & Family, Jen Jones, Terry Keeley, Jim Kienzle, Alvin Kinsey, Ellen Mary Kump, Dolly 
Lowry, Jeff Maag, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, Steve Messner, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, 
Jeff Mitzel, Josh Morckel, Sandy Morgan, Connie Morris, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, Greg Peach, 
Chuck Pearson, Merle Pearson, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Gary Price, Jessica Ramsey, Travis 
Ramsey, Tyler Roach, Craig Rodgers, Jori Ruff,  Ron Russell, Corey Sells, Shirley, Chris Simms, Orin 
Slack, Harold Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Linda Stalder, Terry Stoffer, Mike 
Tiffany, Rachel Tiffany, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, Cindy Wheeler, Wayne/Judy Wilburn, Brody Wil-
liams, Carolyn/Hunter Wise & baby Logan, all those affected by the fire at Colfor, 

*Loss of Loved One:  Family/Jonathon Minard  Jen Sander/Family, Amanda Johns /Family, Ray Davis/
Family, Mikka Davis/Family, Family/Candy, Family of Dave Miller, Family of Ray Haun, Donna Neidig/
Family, Sandy Jarvis & Family, Jeanie/Heather Dominik & Family, Steve & Family, Family of Sue Nastari, 
Family of Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner,  Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/
Family, Kenny & Michelle Briceland /Family, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, Fami-
ly/Carol Sarowatz, Shirley & Steve Warth/Family, Family of Dave Bondurant, Bob Colloredo /Family, Diane 
Phillips & Family 

*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson (Korea), 
Matthew Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller(Japan), Russell Nero (Air 
Force Reserves), Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak (Afghanistan), Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. 
Zeedrich 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 

Our church will celebrate Christmas Eve  
at 7:00 pm on December 24th in two ways: 

 
There will be a Christmas Eve service with lessons and carols posted online  

(via Facebook and YouTube).  
You are welcome to join from home to listen, pray, and sing along,  

and you are invited to share our service with others. 
 

At this time, we are also planning to have worship in-person with the Christmas story, prayer, and candle-
light (assuming that weather and other circumstances cooperate).  

As has been the case throughout the pandemic, we will not have congregational singing during the in-
person service and all of our regular safety precautions will be taken.  



Dear United Methodist Church, 
We would like to thank you for the beautiful flower 
arrangement that was sent for our mother’s funeral.  
Thank you to all who attended her calling hours & fu-
neral.  The church was a very important part of 
Mom’s life and she & Dad both brought us up with 
the same feelings. 
Thank you for all of your love, prayers, cards and vis-
its to mom especially the past few months being at 
St. Luke’s.  She always talked to us about the cards 
she received from her church family.  I know she 
missed coming to Sunday School and church since 
march.  She certainly was a regular attendee.  We 
will all miss her greatly. 
Karen Bartusek & Nancy LeMoine (daughters) 

Dear Minerva UMC Volunteers,   
We wanted to take moment to thank you for all 
you do to fight hunger in our community!  Your 
hard work and dedication is appreciated.  
Thank you for being Hunger Fighters!   
Thank you, Stark County Hunger Task Force 

December Anniversaries 
Dec 2  Matt & Britane Bednar 
Dec 7  Steve & Shirley Warth 
Dec 13 Joe & Carolynn Herstine 
Dec 14 Ricky & Kisha Lautzenheiser 
Dec 20 Jacob & Heather Husted 
Dec 31 Mike & Jenny Ellis 

December Birthdays 
2 Chris Warth, Brianne Briceland 
3 Marla Frazier 
5 Ruger Smith, Mary Ellen Clark, Jerry Haynam 
7 Don Sanor, Julie Shirley 
8 Dick Cogan, Evan Hertel 
9 Ann Hull, Dave Clark 
10 Hether Hawk 
11 Dennis Miller, Don Gotschall 
13 Mike Alexander, Larry Hawk Jr. 
15 David Gotschall 
16 Holly Kibler 
18 Rick Bryan, Karen Jackson, Amanda Holbrook 
19 Ginny Vandegrift 
20 Duncan Freeland 
21 Coletta Crawford, Tyler Jackson, Madison Kienzle 
22 Jordon Pearson, Hannah Kirkpatrick 
23 Greyson Hollar, Wes Davies 
24 Shelly Rocco 
25 Barbara Brown, Jesse Pilati 
26 Eileen Cogan, Sandra Morgan 
27 Chance Welch 
28 Jacob Norman 
29 Mark Hall 
30 Louise Logan 
31 Charles Ramsden, Brody Williams 

New  Birthday 
Aksel Don Sanor was welcomed by his parents 

Chase and Jessa on November 11, 2020.   
Proud Grandma is Angela Sanor.  

Great grandparents are Don & Kathy Sanor. 

Welcome, Aksel  
and Happy Birthday! 

To all of those we hold dear, 
but cannot hold near, 
We have missed your smile  
and all the while, 
We keep you in prayer  
because we care. 
Someday soon,  
maybe when the flowers bloom,  
we can all be in the same room. 
And face to face, 
we can greet each other without fear, 
of the ones we hold dear. 

Isaiah 9:6 
For unto us a Child is born, 
For unto us a Son is given; 

and the government shall be upon His shoulders, 
and His name shall be called wonderful, counsellor, 

the Mighty God, the Everlasting Father, 
the Prince of Peace. 



Christmas Food Baskets 
This year’s Christmas Food Baskets will be distributed on Saturday, Dec. 5th.   

Thank you to Joe & Carolynn Herstine and family for working with the Minerva Salvation Army to 
provide this outreach each year. 

ADOPT-A-KID this Christmas 
This program is still happening with the Salvation Army.  You can contact them directly 330- 868-5808,   

if you want to “Adopt-a-Kid” and provide Christmas Gifts for that child/children this Christmas. 

Minerva UMC’s Produce/Food Distribution on Nov 12, 
served a total of 222 families with 678 family members.   
Way To Go Volunteers! 
We had beautiful weather , wonderful volunteers and so 
much food the red building was about to burst!  We had 
a super delivery from the Akron-Canton Regional Food-

bank once again!  My appreciation to them for this!   
I do thank our amazing group of volunteers for wearing their masks or 

face coverings and doing their best to keep each other safe during this busy 
morning or serving!  Thank you again! 

Our next distribution is Thursday, December 10th, 730am. 
 

Emergency Pantry served in October a total of 8 families with 33 family members.  So far in 
November we have served 10 families with 42 family members.  As of this writing we still have a week 
to go, so we’ll see how it ends up. 
 

Our Senior Commodity Boxes (CSFP) is still chugging along.  We are still carrying a list 
of 30 clients and now we have 4 people on our waiting list!   
Thank you all for your continued support of the Minerva UMC Food Programs.  Blessings, Cheryl 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 

“Peace on earth will 
come to stay,  
When we live  
Christmas every day.” 
Helen Steiner Rice  

Special Care List 
Please reach out to these folks as well as any others who could use a little TLC this Christmas season.   

Send a little Christmas Son-shine their way!   
Thank you caring for our Minerva UMC Family! 

 
Ruth Felger   St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #115, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 

Dolly Lowry            St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #205, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 
Ellen Mary Kump     402 S. Market St., Minerva 44657 

Bob Colloredo   800 Ike St., Minerva 44657 

Paul & Diane Binnig  9205 Malibu Rd, Minreva 44657 

Steve & Shirley Warth  808 Grant Blvd, Minerva 44657 

Jerry & Claudia Weber  521 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 

Larry & Joan Dietrich  124 W. First St., Minerva 44657 

John Milliken   809 Lynnwood Dr, Minerva 44657 

Jeff & Judy Mitzel   1051 Montero Rd., Carrollton 44615 

Linda Miller    9150 W. Southview, Minerva 44657 

Kay Stoffer    16435 Meadowville SE, Minerva 44657 

Linda Stalder   315 Wine St, Minerva 44657 

Ruby Gilliam   2024 Leisure Rd NW, Minerva 44657 

Lynne Unkefer   731 Allen Ave, Minerva 44657 
Donna Neidig  202 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 
Jim & Bev Hazen  908 Stafford St., Minerva 44657 
Vernon & Lois Deininger 8096 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern 44644 
Gary Price   504 W. Plain St., Minerva 44657 
Virgil & Claire Springer 802 S. 15th St #1889, Sebring 44672 



“Stay Strong” 

Minerva UMC 
Virtual Walk 

This is your opportunity to ….. 
 

Get out and go for a walk, get some air, soak up some sunshine, feel a little normal and  
Celebrate the Minerva UMC Family.   

It is so easy!  Everyone can participate!   
Walking, or rolling, however you can be strolling! 

The plan is: 
 Go for a walk (if you are unable to walk, then however you can get out of the house), just 

go outside and motor somewhere.  It doesn’t matter how far you walk, where you walk, 
what time you walk.  Walk alone or with your people.   You have till the end of December 
to accomplish your walk. 

 
 While you are out walking, take a selfie and send it to the church.  A power point will be 

put together to include everyone’s picture.   
 
 Let me know if you are participating……drop me a note, send me an email, call and leave 

a message……just let me know. 
 

This is a fun way to stay connected while we can’t be too close to each other.   
 
We are taking orders for t-shirts to commemorate this activity.  The cost to you is only an 
across the board fee for the shirt.  This is not a fundraiser, it’s just fun! 
 
 

Shirt order 
Shirt orders are due back in with payment, by December 15th. 

Each shirt  is $10    (We need to order a minimum of 25 to get this price.) 
Fill out this form and get it back to me as soon as you can.  Mark how many of whatever size 

you need.  The shirt is Oxford Gray with black lettering.   
 
Youth  s____  m_____ lg_____ 
 
Adult  s____  m_____ lg_____ xl_____ xxl_____  xxxl_____ 
 

 
Your name & phone#________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Total Payment (checks made out to:  Minerva UMC, memo:  Virtual Walk shirt    ______________ 



 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
 
Christmas Food 
Basket Day 

6  
2nd Sunday of 

Advent 
1030a Worship 
1030a Sunday sch 

7 8 9 10 
9a-12p Monthly 
Produce/Food 
Distribution 

11 12 

13 
3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
 
1030a Worship 
1030a Sunday sch 

14 15 16 17 18 
10-11a CSFP 
Distribution 

19 

20 
4th Sunday of 

Advent 
 
1030a Worship 
1030a Sunday sch 

21 22 23 24 
Christmas Eve 
 
7p Christmas Eve      
          Service   
Online & possibly 
in person. 

25 
Christmas Day 
Building Closed 

26 

27 
1030a Worship 
1030a Sunday sch 

28 29 30 31 
New Year’s Eve 
 
Good Bye 2020! 
 
 
 
Prayers for the 
new year! 

  




