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The seminary I went to has a labyrinth.  

(That’s not why I went there, but I was happy to discover it.) 

A labyrinth is an ancient meditation tool, adopted by Christians to give people the chance to experi-

ence a pilgrimage without having to travel hundreds of miles – there were even some built into the 

floors of cathedrals in medieval Europe. There are many varieties, but the most common versions of 

a labyrinth are round, with a twisting path that you walk around, following the twists and turns to get 

from the outside of the circle to the center.  

Unlike a maze, which involves many decisions about which way to turn, labyrinths always have a 

clear path. But, that single, twisting path still presents us with choices, usually in the form of ques-

tions. One scholar who spent much of his adult life seeking and cataloging ancient labyrinths said 

that those who walk a labyrinth are faced with a question shortly after entering the labyrinth, and 

then face the same question again right before reaching the center: “Are you sure you want this?” 

The power of a labyrinth is not in forcing us to discover the correct path, but rather in daring us to 

stay on the path before us – to follow where it leads, to take the next step, and the one after that; to 

keep going until we arrive in the center, and discover, as we might have known but not really accept-

ed, that the center is not the end of our journey, it is the half-way point. And all along the journey we 

take to the center, and while we rest in the center, and then as we journey back out from the center, 

we are invited to pray. Because the round trip of our pilgrimage is long, even when it all fits inside a 

20-foot circle. And to make it, we will need to be open to feeling the presence of God with us as we 

travel, or else we might give up, or wander off the path, or become discouraged. 

2020 was a difficult year. It has been, in some ways, our walk into a labyrinth. We have been faced 

with difficult choices; we have struggled to keep walking, and at times we have needed to stop and 

pray. God has been with us, even when we have had to follow what felt like a turn in our path that 

took us away from our comfort zones or otherwise guided us back toward the edge when we wanted 

to reach the center. It was a hard year for everyone.  

You will find a drawing of a labyrinth on the next page, and I invite you to take a moment and walk 

that labyrinth with me: to prayerfully trace the path from the outside of the circle to the center as you 

remember the twists and turns along the path you walked last year. I invite you to remember both 

the moments when you felt the presence of God strongly, and those when God’s presence was hard 

to feel.  

When you reach the center, I invite you to say a prayer for today: for the journey you have taken to 

get here, for all you have learned about yourself; for those who walked with you in-person and in 

spirit, for those who are still walking with you, and for those whom you missed and lost along the 

way; and to offer thanks for the presence of God with you now, and also with others around you. 



And when you are ready, I invite you to trace the path from the center back out to the edge while 

praying for the year ahead. For we have an important part of our journey still before us, and it will 

have its share of twists and turns. We will have moments in the year to come when we might strug-

gle to feel God with us, or we might find ourselves walking in what feels like the wrong direction as 

we follow faithfully along the path before us. But we will also have moments of joy – moments when 

our path moves us clearly toward our goal. 

And if we remain faithful as we walk – if we can remind ourselves to be open to the presence of God 

with us at every moment in our journey – God will see us safely through our labyrinth. 

May the presence of God surround you and guide your steps, your actions, and your words in the 

coming year;  

And as always, may everyone know we are Christians by our love.  

Pastor Jonathan L Williams 

 

 



Condolences to: 
Nancy LeMoine and Karen Bartusek and families 
on the passing of their mother,  
Irene LeMoine  
on November 8, 2020. 
 
Barb Messner & Family  
on the passing of her husband,  
Steve Messner  
on November 26, 2020. 
 
Justin Stalder, Cheryl Gotschall, Mary Ann Hawk 
& Don Gotschall and their families on the passing 
of Mother and sister,  
Linda Stalder  
on December 8, 2020 

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church 
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request.  Your request will be handled with great 

care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.    
Blessings to you all. 

*Recent Prayers: Cerianna  Williamson, Steve Warth, 
Gary Price, Jim Hilverding, Jeff Burks, Amelia, Sue Bush 
Apple, Michele Wisneiski, Hazelynn, Dick Young, Harry 
Moyer, Mr/Mrs Rick Foss, Tyler Roach, Family/Irene LeM-
oine, Pastor Lee Iden, Bob Colloredo, Griffiths Family, 

Family of Linda Stalder, Family/Danny Cruise, Chris Collins’ Aunt, Barb Messner/Family 

*Continued Prayer:  Esther Albery, Pat Alexander, Jackie Anderson, Nelda Andrews, Mike B., David 
Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon Bennett, Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, Dale Caster, Ruth 
Ann Cox, Austin Criner, Patti Davis, Joan Dietrich, Jeff Dine, Gerald Fallot, Jamie Fankhauser, Pam 
Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, Pauline Green, Rachel Haas, Lois Hagge, Lee Hale, Pastor Harley/Cindy, Ma-
rina Hart, Larry Hawk Sr., Connie/Charlie Hawkins, Bev Hazen, Jim Hazen, Carolynn Herstine, Jeff 
Herstine, Patricia Hoagland, Easton Hook, Lea Hough, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy Jarvis, 
JaiLeigh & Family, Jen Jones, Marie Kail, Terry Keeley, Jim Kienzle, Alvin Kinsey, Ellen Mary Kump, 
Laura & Family, Dolly Lowry, Jeff Maag, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, Dennis Miller, Linda 
Miller, Linda Miller, Pat Miller,Jeff Mitzel, Sandy Morgan, Connie Morris, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, 
Greg Peach, Chuck Pearson, Merle Pearson, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Jessica Ramsey, 
Travis Ramsey, Craig Rodgers, Ron Russell, Logan Russo, Corey Sells, Shirley, Signor Family, Chris 
Simms, Orin Slack, Harold Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Terry Stoffer, Sandi 
Wagner, Jerry Weber, Wayne/Judy Wilburn, Brody Williams, Carolyn/Hunter Wise & baby Logan, all 
those affected by the fire at Colfor 

*Loss of Loved One:  Family/Jonathon Minard  Jen Sander/Family, Amanda Johns /Family, Ray Da-
vis/Family, Mikka Davis/Family, Family/Candy, Family/Dave Miller, Donna Neidig/Family, Sandy Jarvis/
Family, Jeanie/Heather Dominik & Family, Steve/Family, Family/Sue Nastari, Family/Stella O’Brien, 
Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner,  Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/Family, Kenny & Michelle 
Briceland /Family, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, Shirley & Steve Warth/Family, 
Family/Dave Bondurant, Bob Colloredo /Family, Diane Phillips/Family, Family/Phil Kintigh 

*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson, Dan 
Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller, Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), Mitch Soles (Navy), 
John Stehulak, Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich 

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 



Special Care List 
Let’s continue to brighten someone’s day!  Please reach out to these folks with a 

card or note.  Let’s shower them with TLC! 
Thank you for caring for our Minerva UMC Family! 

 
Ruth Felger   St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #115, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 

Dolly Lowry            St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #205, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 
Ellen Mary Kump     402 S. Market St., Minerva 44657 

Bob Colloredo   800 Ike St., Minerva 44657 

Paul & Diane Binnig  9205 Malibu Rd, Minreva 44657 

Steve & Shirley Warth  808 Grant Blvd, Minerva 44657 

Jerry & Claudia Weber  521 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 

Larry & Joan Dietrich  124 W. First St., Minerva 44657 

John Milliken   809 Lynnwood Dr, Minerva 44657 

Jeff & Judy Mitzel   1051 Montero Rd., Carrollton 44615 

Linda Miller    9150 W. Southview, Minerva 44657 

Kay Stoffer    16435 Meadowville SE, Minerva 44657 

Ruby Gilliam   2024 Leisure Rd NW, Minerva 44657 

Lynne Unkefer   731 Allen Ave, Minerva 44657 
Donna Neidig  202 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 
Jim & Bev Hazen  908 Stafford St., Minerva 44657 
Vernon & Lois Deininger 8096 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern 44644 
Gary Price   504 W. Plain St., Minerva 44657 
Virgil & Claire Springer 802 S. 15th St #1889, Sebring 44672 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
1 Todd Dieringer, Bob Colloredo, Bev Hazen 
2 Eleanor Wheeler, Jackson Pilati 
3 Josh Davis, Olivia Wurzbach 
4 Harriet Jones, Jessie Kirkpatrick 
5 Matt Granger 
6 Taylor Hying, Craig Cunningham 
7 Judie Evanich, Carol Powell 
9 Kyle Felger 
11 Jeff Morton, Kim Waseman 
12 Andrew Bell, Charlotte Davies,                       

Machia Wheeler 
14 Sonora Wheeler 
15 Elaine Eddy, Rudy Evanich, Tom Rickels 
17 Walt McClellan 
18 Parker Yitsis 
19 Virgil Feiock, Kody Hying, Logan Hawk, 

Alexa Daulbaugh 
20 Alexis Gonzalez, Carol Marteney 
23 Elizabeth Hilverding, Elizabeth Wheeler  
25 Marisa Yitsis 
26 Alyssa Smith 
27 Joshua Newman  
30 Donald Shirley, Alexander Cox, Brianna 

Phillips 

New Birthdays 
Bill & Shanna McDole  

welcomed their daughter, Cami McDole,  
on November 12, 2020. 

She is sister to Chevella, Cherokee & Robert. 

Welcome Cami, 
And happy Birthday! 

 
Clay & Sarah Staib  

welcomed their son, Dallas Thomas Staib,  
on December 22, 2020. 

Proud grandparents are Bill & Mary Staib. 

Welcome, Dallas,  
and Happy Birthday! 

 
Andrew Stillion & Sadie Gorby 

welcomed their son, Gryffin River Frost Stillion, 
On December 28, 2020. 

Proud Great Aunt is Beth Brawley. 

Welcome Gryffin, 
And Happy Birthday! 

Don’t Forget The Newsletter Deadline Is The 17th Of Each Month.  
Please Be Sure All Of Your Information Is Turned In To Me By That Date.  
Thank You, Cheryl 

January Anniversaries 
Jan 1 Bob & Carol Allmon 



First off, Thank you!! Thank you!! Thank you!! With your help... these boys 
have reached their goal of 200 toys!! Drumroll please..... their grand total of 
toys collected online and In person is... 315!!!! 115 more than their begin-
ning goal!!! 
We cannot be more proud of them!! The pandemic has had its fair share of 
disappointments for these boys. But they knew from the get go this was 
their big Willows day project. They talked 
about it all summer!! The upmost joy on 
their faces to learn their grand total. 
They hand delivered them to the 2020 lo-

cation for the Minerva/Malvern Salvation Army toy sorting area today. 
We made a trip to the depot to see the train. Kind of exciting to three 
boys. Lol.  
But from the bottom of our hearts.. thank you!! Thank you for the 
love,support, prayers, time, thoughtfulness, generosity and donations!! 
You have helped many children have a wonderful Christmas!! We know 
know the boys hearts have been made happy being able to help so 
many.            Devin, Jackson, Tiffany, Zach and Ben 
 

On Thursday, December 10th, we had an amazing Pro-
duce/Food Distribution!  Our volunteers served a total of 
252 families with 754 family members!   
The weather was beautiful weather!  And we had a live 
mini-concert in the parking lot, by some members of the 
Minerva High school band and their director Derrick 

Maxey!  That added a little touch of the holidays to the morning.  Maybe 
it was just because it is the holiday season that made folks feel freer with 

thanks, but  thanks are accepted whenever given.  We had quite a few com-
ments about how much this program means to the food clients and how much 
they appreciate all the volunteers for helping to provide this opportunity for 
them.  So this thanks is extended to all of our volunteers.  Job well done, everyone! 
I look forward to continuing our work of fighting hunger in the new year with this amazing 
group of volunteers! 
Our next distribution day is Thursday, January 14th at 730am. 
 
Our Emergency Pantry in November, served a total of 11 families with 47 family members.  In December 
so far, we have served 8 families with 36 family members.  Our numbers tend to be lower in December 
due to multiple distributions close together, Salvation Army Christmas Basket distribution at various 
churches, and other food give-aways that are offered during the month.  All of these are a wonderful op-
portunity for those with food insecurity to get some food into their cupboards.   
 
Thank all of you for your support of our food programs here at Minerva UMC.  Blessings, Cheryl 

Thank You 
Thank you so much to my wonderful church family for all the prayers, cards and concerns following my 
recent knee surgery.  God is good, I am healing very well and I am very grateful.    Love to all,  Pat 
 
A Christmas greeting was received from one of our Distribution clients. 
 
A thank you was received from one of the Christmas Food Basket recipients. 
 
Thank you to all of my church family who remembered me with gifts, cards, & greetings this Christmas.  
And thank you to the church for the Love Offering this year.  Blessings, Cheryl 
 
A big thank you to Cheryl & Tom Hart for all their hard work for the monthly Produce/Food Distribution. 
You are amazing. Joe, Carolynn & Family 
 
Thanks so very much for all the donations for the Christmas baskets and help assembling and distributing 
them. We greatly appreciate it.  Joe, Carolynn & Family 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 New Year’s                                 
             Day 

2 

3 1030a W/SS 
Epiphany Sun-
day 

4 5 6 
9a Cards 

7 8 9 

10 
1030a Worship / 
Sunday School 

11 12 13 
 
 
 
 
9a Cards 

14 
9a Produce/Food 
Distribution 

15 
10-11a CSFP 
Distribution 

16 

17 
1030a Worship / 
Sunday School 
 
 

Newsletter 
Deadline 

18 
 

19 
6p Trustees 
7p Administrative 
Council 

20 
9a Cards 

21 22 23 

24 
1030a Worship / 
Sunday School 

25 26 27 
9a Cards 

28 29 30 

31 
1030a Worship / 
Sunday School 

      



This was a recommended scripture on the conference calendar for Epipha-
ny Sunday, January 3rd. 
 
Matthew 2:1-12 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, 
Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who 
has been born king of the Jews?  We saw his star in the east and have 
come to worship him.” 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him.  
When he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of 
the law, he asked them where the Christ was to be born.  “In Bethlehem in 
Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among 
the rulers of Judah; for out of you will come a ruler who will be the shep-
herd of my people Israel.” 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact 
time the star had appeared.  He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and 
make a careful search for the child.  As soon as you find him, report to me, 
so that I too may go and worship him.” 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had 
seen in the east went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where 
the child was.  When they saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to 
the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down 
and worshiped him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him 
with gifts of gold and of incense and of myrrh.  And having been warned in 
a dream not to go back to Herod, they retuned to their country by another 
route. 



The key to a better life: 
 Complain less, appreciate more. 
 Whine less, laugh more. 
 Talk less, listen more. 
 Want less, give more. 
 Scold less, praise more. 
 Fear less, hope more.     
Michael Josephson….Taken from the Joyful Noiseletter 
 


