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Lent begins this month. After the year we have had, what do we do with Lent? We have given up and
gone without many things in the past year, which might make us hesitant follow the tradition of giving
something up for lent. But the point of giving something up for lent is not so much about depriving ourselves of joy; it is about making a deliberate choice to set something down. Lent is a spiritual discipline. It
can take many forms, including adding prayer, reflection, or Bible study into your schedule by making
space for it where something else had been – whatever it is that we set down.
The point is to be intentional about our faith for a season, maybe even setting down something
else that gives us joy to make room for that practice. What you set down to make room for your new discipline is up to you: maybe you picked up a habit during the pandemic that you want to let go of; maybe
you want to change something that has been on your mind for even longer, but the pandemic got in the
way; or maybe you just see something in your life that could be set aside for two months to try out something new. Lent is only 8 weeks long, so what you do doesn’t have to be permanent.
On the off chance that deciding what to set down and how to fit a new practice into your schedule
will be easier if you know what practice you want to add here are three suggestions:
-Lectio Divina: a way of reading Scripture that involves repeating words or phrases that stand out
to you. Pick a book of the Bible you haven’t recently read and work your way through it slowly. Find some
time each day to read, and pause to repeat, reflect on, and pray about whatever comes to mind as you
read. Reading out loud is recommended, but not required. [I suggest reading either a prophet like Isaiah
or a series of shorter writings, one per week, like the epistles or the minor prophets. You could also begin
reading through the psalms this way.]
-Choose a book (not necessarily a religious one) by an author who sees the world differently from
you and read it. Set aside a specific time each day to read, ponder, and pray about what you feel as you
experience someone else’s perspective. [Suggested authors include Toni Morrison, Rachel Held Evans,
Ibram X Kendi, and Shane Claiborne, or anyone else who lives outside of your comfort zone.] This could
also be done by watching/streaming a TV show that challenges you to see things in a new way, and it
can be done with others.
-Follow a word-of-the-day plan for the season of lent (an idea based on photo-a-day posts from Facebook.) The point is to interact somehow with the word given for each day: write a reflection, prayer, or
poem; take or draw a picture; or follow whatever other form your creativity takes. Pray as you interact
with your word and see where the Spirit leads you. [I will include a list of words for lent 2021 on the next
page. Adapt or follow the list as works best for you.]
You can treat this list like a menu and choose one, or like a buffet and try some of each. Or you
can pick something else entirely. The point is to spend 40 days deepening your faith through some kind
of intentional, spiritual practice. And hopefully, when these 40 days are over, you will have discovered
something new about yourself and your faith that you can hold on to, even if you set your new practice
down after Easter.
May your journey through lent bring you closer to God;
May they know we are Christians by our love;
Pastor Williams

(Suggested) Word of the Day for Lent 2021
Sundays, even during Lent, are days of rest, so there are no words provided for Sundays. How you
choose to reflect on, be creative with, or by other means grow closer to God using these words is up
to you.
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Clean
Offer
Wise
Welcome
Hard
Play
Different
Bright
Drive
Begin
Together
Tired
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Learn
Flow
Empty
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Discover
Worry
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Dirt
Run
Open
Sit
Grow
Believe
Field
Pause
Joy
Walk
Hungry
Spring
Graceful
Sleep
Possible
Clouds
Wait
Eat
Pain
Darkness

By comparing love to everything from oxygen and fire to wind and war, songs and poetry emphasize
its immense power — for good or for ill. Christian author Patrick Morley uses metaphors that focus
on love’s practicality in everyday life: “Love is the glue that holds us together and the oil that keeps
us from rubbing each other the wrong way.” He also calls love “the WD-40 of relationships” because
it “can seep into tight places where logic, threats and even promises just can’t seem to penetrate.”
St. Augustine, who predated WD-40 by centuries, knew that love not only eases friction in personal interactions but, with God’s help, can change hearts and lives. “Love
all [people], even your enemies,” he advises. “Love them, not because they are your
brothers, but that they may become your brothers. Thus you will ever burn with fraternal love, both for him who is already your brother and for your enemy, that he may by
loving become your brother.”
Taken from the Joyful Noiseletter

*Recent Prayers: Steve Warth, Jim Hilverding, Jeff
Burks, Amelia, Sue Apple, Michele Wisneiski, Hazelynn, Harry Moyer, Bob Colloredo, Bob Collredo/
Family, Family/Linda Stalder, Family/Danny
James Montgomery
Cruise, Barb Messner/Family, Vernon & Lois Deininger, Jeremy Wilks, John Davis, Jenny Hiles, Family/Frank Fleming, Carol
Pugh, Greg Peach, Alvin Kinsey, Frank Sanor, DS Cara Stultz-Costello/Family, Don McLaughlin, Patricia Ankeny. Family/Joan Dietrich
Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear, an
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

*Continued Prayer: Esther Albery, Pat Alexander, Jackie Anderson, Nelda Andrews, Mike B.,
David Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon Bennett, Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, Dale
Caster, Chris Collins’ Aunt, Ruth Ann Cox, Patti Davis, Jeff Dine, Gerald Fallot, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, Mr & Mrs Rick Foss, Pauline Green, Griffiths Family, Rachel Haas, Lois
Hagge, Lee Hale, Marina Hart, Larry Hawk Sr., Connie/Charlie Hawkins, Bev Hazen, Jim Hazen, Jeff Herstine, Patricia Hoagland, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki,
Jack/Sandy Jarvis, Marie Kail, Terry Keeley, Jim Kienzle, Ellen Mary Kump, Laura/Family,
Dolly Lowry, Jeff Maag, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller,
Linda Miller, Pat Miller, Jeff Mitzel, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, Chuck Pearson, Merle Pearson, Vernice Pearson, Matthew Peters, Gary Price, Jessica Ramsey, Travis Ramsey, Tyler Roach,
Craig Rodgers, Corey Sells, Shirley, Signor Family, Chris Simms, Orin Slack, Harold Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Terry Stoffer, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, Brody
Williams, Cerianna Williamson, Carolyn/Hunter /Logan Wise, Dick Young
*Loss of Loved One: Linda Miller/Family, Donna Neidig/Family, Sandy Jarvis/Family, Jeanie/
Heather Dominik/Family, Family/Sue Nastari, Family/Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret
Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner, Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/Family, Gretchen Brothers/
Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, Bob Colloredo/Family, Diane Phillips/Family, Family/Phil Kintigh,
Family/Irene LeMoine
*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines: CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson,
Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller, Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), Logan Russo (Army), Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak, Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich
PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request. Your request will be handled with great
care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.
Blessings to you all.

Condolences to

Thank you!

Hether Hawk & Family
on the passing of Hether’s father,
Randy Albright, on January 6, 2021

Church Family, Thanks to all of you who remembered us with
greetings over the holidays. We have SO MANY fond memories
of all our friends at MUMC. Blessings! Virgil & Claire

Mary Miller & Family
on the passing of Mary’s brother,
Frank Fleming, on January 17, 2021

Thank you so much for the prayers, cards and food for Steve and
myself. Without God’s love and your support, we could not get
through this. God Bless. Love, Steve & Shirley

Larry Dietrich & Family
On the passing of Larry’s wife,
Joan Dietrich, on January 25, 2021

Thanks to Pastor Jonathan for the prayers for the family and
Linda’s funeral service. Thanks for the beautiful flower arrangement. We appreciated all the prayers from the church during
Linda’s health problems and recent death. Family of Linda Stalder

I wish to thank everyone for the love offering at Christmas and your continued support for the music here
at the church. Jeff
Dear Church family, Thank you for the love offering at Christmas. I really appreciate the love and support
I receive from you! Judie Evanich
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February Birthdays

February Anniversaries

Brian Milliken
Feb 1
Anthony & Kristen Graybill
Susan Storm, Janice Huhn,
Feb 5
Richard & Jennie McClellan
Mary Vaughan
Doug Granger
“Today is the tomorrow you
Tiffany Whitmer, Richard Brown
worried about yesterday.”
William Gareau
Dale Carnegie
Rich McClellan
“Is prayer your steering wheel or your
Greg Marteney
spare tire?”
Nick Gotschall, Emmelyn Staib
Corrie ten Boom
Heather Husted, Melissa Greene,
“I would permit no man, no matter what
Val Gonzalez
Tim Miller, Jennifer Cogan, Kala Eddy his color might be, to narrow and degrade
my soul by making me hate him.”
Mike Ellis, Macy Strader
Booker T. Washington
Linda Green
Ashely Zahn, Randall Meadows
“Love is our true destiny. We do not find the
Jayme Debo, Tyler Hollar
meaning of life by ourselves alone; we find it
Laurie Peach, Joyce Rogers
with another.”
Thomas Merton

Don’t Forget The Newsletter Deadline Is The 17th Of Each Month.
Please Be Sure All Of Your Information Is Turned In To Me By That Date.
Thank You, Cheryl
Special Care List

Let’s continue to brighten someone’s day! Please reach out to these folks with a card or note. Let’s
shower them with TLC!
Thank you for caring for our Minerva UMC Family!
Ruth Felger
St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #115, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657
Dolly Lowry
St. Luke’s Lutheran Community #205, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657
Ellen Mary Kump
402 S. Market St., Minerva 44657
Bob Colloredo
800 Ike St., Minerva 44657
Paul & Diane Binnig
9205 Malibu Rd, Minreva 44657
Steve & Shirley Warth
808 Grant Blvd, Minerva 44657
Jerry & Claudia Weber 521 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657
Larry Dietrich
124 W. First St., Minerva 44657
John Milliken
809 Lynnwood Dr, Minerva 44657
Jeff & Judy Mitzel
1051 Montero Rd., Carrollton 44615
Linda Miller
9150 W. Southview, Minerva 44657
Kay Stoffer
16435 Meadowville SE, Minerva 44657
Ruby Gilliam
2024 Leisure Rd NW, Minerva 44657
Lynne Unkefer
731 Allen Ave, Minerva 44657
Donna Neidig
202 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657
Jim & Bev Hazen
908 Stafford St., Minerva 44657
Vernon & Lois Deininger 8096 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern 44644
Gary Price
504 W. Plain St., Minerva 44657
Virgil & Claire Springer 802 S. 15th St #1889, Sebring 44672
Barbara Messner
5650 Grace Woods Dr. #104, Willoughby, OH 44094
Mary Miller
22739 US 30, Minerva 44657
Cheryl Gotschall
315 Wine St., Minerva 44657
Mary Ann Hawk
9163 Manor Rd NE, Minerva 44657
Gerald Fallot
3959 Robertsville SE, Minerva 44657

Our Produce/Food Distribution on January 14, 2021 was
a wonderful morning of serving. Our volunteers served
216 families with 618 family members. January being
January, it is an unpredictable month no matter how you
look at it. The weather was amazing...a little cold when
the wind blew. Not a spectacular delivery, but not a bad
one either. We did have potatoes, carrots, apples and pears and actual
loaves of bread instead of odds and ends. That in itself was wonderful!
Plenty of volunteers and just an all around good morning. We did open 30
minutes early since the products were ready to go quickly. By 10:09am the line
vanished. The cars trickled in for the next 2 hours and we ended up with a respectable number. January distribution is like that sometimes.
Our next distribution day is Thursday, February 11th.

Our job is to love others
without stopping to inquire
whether or not they are
worthy. That is not our business and, in fact, it is nobody's business. What we
are asked to do is to love,
and this love itself will render both ourselves and our
neighbors worthy.
Thomas Merton

Emergency Pantry
In December our Emergency Pantry served a total of 8 families with 35 family members. So far in January we have served 2 families with 9 family members. Who can figure this out sometimes.

CSFP (Commodity Supplemental Food Program for Seniors)
We are still working with our list of 30 senior food clients in this program. Things are going ok.
Thank you for your continued support of our food programs!
Blessings

Thank you to everyone
who participated in the
Stay Strong Minerva UMC Virtual Walk!
Rick Stauffer did a wonderful job putting together a short video with the pictures that
were submitted. Hopefully in the spring/
summer months we can do something again.

Minerva UMC Family, we need to
stay positive,
stay connected,
find JOY in the Lord
and our church family.
Shake off the doom and gloom
and find Hope, Peace and Joy
in this new year!
Blessings, Cheryl

Monthly Food Help is available
at these locations:

Tues, Wed, Thurs each week 12-3pm
at the Salvation Army
(old train depot on Valley St.)

2nd Thursday 9a-12p
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940
3rd Tuesday of the month
Food give away @ True North Church 5-630pm.
Normally this would be at the Community Dinner,
but due to current conditions it is located at the
True North Church on Line St.
4th Friday
8am registration 9-11am distribution
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

What’s been going on?
Did you know?:

We had received on one of our Direct Dristribution trucks, 25lb bags of brown rice. We let it sit
for a couple months, then decided to relocate it
since there is no way we can distribute 25lb
bags of rice. Sooooo, Tom & Ty, and the rice,
took a field trip to the Refuge of Hope in downtown Canton.
If you have never heard of it, The Refuge of
Hope, is a shelter for homeless men. They not
only provide services for the homeless but, they
also have meals available almost every day of
the week for people in the area who need a hot
meal. They do carryout meals at this time. They
serve lunches Tuesdays, Fridays & Saturdays
and dinner Monday-Friday. You can find their
website online…..check it out!
Their Mission Statement is:
Glorify and serve God by providing meals for hungry
men, women, and children, emergency shelter and
transition to independence for homeless men, and
spiritual hope through Jesus Christ.

Fasting from criticalness
Most fasting involves temporarily giving up something you enjoy. When you long for a cookie or a
favorite show, you instead turn your attention to
God, reorienting yourself to his best.
Catherine Marshall, in A Closer Walk, presents a
different approach she calls fasting from
“criticalness.” God dealt with her judgmental spirit
by prompting her to spend 24 hours without criticizing “anyone about anything.” At first, Marshall
felt rather empty when she didn’t engage in a
heated political debate. But friends and family didn’t seem to miss her comments. Plus, God replaced the energy she’d spent attempting to correct others with energy and creativity to positively
influence them.
A critical spirit can make us lose perspective, joy
and even relationships. It also can prevent the
good work God wants to achieve through us. Consider what could happen as a result of your own
“criticalness fast.” Pray for God to do the correcting while you focus on building up others.
Janna Firestone

Who Knew?

A big THANK YOU to all those who helped during the
advent season to beautify our church, both inside
and out - Carol Powell, Susan Fahey, Cindy Sperry,
Laurie and Greg Peach, Tom and Denise Freeland,
Lea Hough, Pastor Johnathan, Kristen Graybill, Dennis and Linda Miller, Rick Stauffer, Jim Albaugh,
Scott Miller, and Tom and Cheryl Hart.

Opportunity

As a hospital caregiver, while at work I was the
recipient of bottles of water wrapped with a printed scripture and hand written messages of encouragement from members of a church in Canton. I presented the idea to Administrative Council with the suggestion that we take this on as a
service project for the staff at our 3 local care
centers. It was also suggested that we include a
few bottles for our church family members in
these facilities. Details are being worked out, so
watch your church bulletin for more information
on how you can help with this project. Please
contact Laurie Peach at 330 868-2616 if you
have any questions or ideas. Laurie Peach

For Easter,
we will once again be planting our
“Butterfly Garden”,
honoring our loved ones that have gone to be
with God since the last time we offfered this.

If you have lost a loved one in the past 2 years,
and would like to have a butterfly put on the display, please submit names to the church office.
Please be sure to include your own name with
your request, so we know who the contact person is. Thank you
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