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There is an old fisherman’s prayer: “God be good to me, for the sea is so wide, and my boat is so small.” 

This kind of prayer could have been said before leaving the safety of the harbor, or while out on the water, 
or even in the middle of a storm. It is not a prayer for success, or a good catch, or an uneventful voyage, 
or one that neatly defines what form God’s goodness should take in any other way. It is simple and honest 
but could also be hard to pray; because praying is not always an easy thing to do. 

Sometimes, our prayers come easily: Like praying before a meal, or a child saying prayers for their family 
at bedtime, or saying the Lord’s prayer in church. Prayers like these feel natural for those of us who were 
taught to pray them as children, or even for those who have developed a habit of prayer as adults: When 
we pause to give thanks regularly, our prayers become a comforting routine to follow. 

Other prayers can be harder to find the words for. These are prayers that are specific, fitting for a given 
moment: like the prayers that students say before a test they forgot was coming. We pray like this in mo-
ments of uncertainty, or when we are confronted by our own limitations, and also in harder moments – 
when we are lost and afraid; when we are grieving; when life feels very heavy; or when we know that the 
decisions ahead of us may have serious consequences. 

In our difficult or uncertain moments, we might struggle to find the right way to pray. We know that when 
we pray for a specific outcome, we might be discouraged if a different outcome takes its place: We might 
feel hurt, or abandoned, or even be overwhelmed by doubts. We know that God does not always do 
things the way we would do them, or at the pace we would prefer, but God is still at work, nonetheless. 
Our prayers in the difficult moments can be hard, but they are vital to help keep us aware of God’s loving, 
sustaining presence.  

So, how might we pray in the face of uncertainty? 

We begin by naming God who is with us and giving thanks for God’s love. 
We name our circumstances, 
We name how we feel, 
We name what we want to have happen, 
We name how we would feel if things happened the way we want: peaceful, joyful, and/or loved. 

And then we pray to God to help us to feel that way, trusting God to guide us to have that feeling even if 
the path we end up taking does not pass through the outcome we hoped for. 

God is never guaranteed to do things in the way we expect, but just because life takes an unexpected 
turn does not mean that God was not at work in it. In fact, it is in the unpredictable moments of life that we 
can sometimes see God the most clearly. 

And if, in those moments, we focus our prayer on finding joy, or feeling peace, or experiencing the pres-
ence and love of God, both through the love of others and when we are by ourselves, our prayers will help 
us to ride out the storm. 

So may we continue to pray, at all times, that God would be good to us – for the sea is still wide, and our 
boats are still small, but even so, God is still with us. 

May they know we are Christians by our love; 

      - Pastor Jonathan L Williams 

 

If you have been worshipping with us for some time and would like to consider taking the next step of 
membership, please contact Pastor Jonathan.   



PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church 
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request.  Your request will be handled with great 

care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.    
Blessings to you all. 

*Recent Prayers: Steve Warth, Jim Hilverding, Jeff 
Burks, Michele Wisneiski, Harry Moyer, Bob Colloredo, 
Jeremy Wilks, John Davis, Carol Pugh, Alvin Kinsey, 
Frank Sanor, Howard Snyder, Kelly Davis, Greg Peach, 
Bubba Morgan, Nicole McCarthy, Jerry Haynam, Jasper 

Jeffery, Greg Peach, Jim Hetrick & Family, Sue Daulbaugh, Dale Cogan & Family, Dustin 
Ennig, Karla Newman, Annabelle Collins, Chris Simms, Kathy Saunier, Gerald Fallot, Linda Miller & Fam-
ily, Bev Hazen & Family, Chanz Essick, Sue, Leroy Vandegrift, Kaye Nightingale, Richard Phillips, Made-
line Keeley 

*Continued Prayer:  Esther Albery, Pat Alexander, Amelia, Jackie Anderson, Nelda Andrews, Sue Ap-
ple, Mike B., David Baughman, Jean Bell, Sharon Bennett, Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Brooke, 
Dale Caster, Chris Collins’ Aunt, Ruth Ann Cox, Patti Davis, Vernon & Lois Deininger, Jeff Dine, Pam 
Farnsworth, Ruth Felger, Mr & Mrs Rick Foss, Pauline Green, Griffiths Family, Rachel Haas, Lois Hagge, 
Lee Hale, Marina Hart, Larry Hawk Sr., Connie/Charlie Hawkins, Hazelynn, Jeff Herstine, Jenny Hiles, 
Patricia Hoagland, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy Jarvis, Marie Kail, 
Paul Kail, Terry Keeley, Jim Kienzle, Ellen Mary Kump, Laura/Family, Cyndy Lawson, Dolly Lowry, Jeff 
Maag, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Jim McCully, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Linda Miller, Pat Miller, Jeff 
Mitzel, Lucas Murphy, Jimmy Neidig, Matthew Peters, Patricia Plott, Gary Price, Jessica Ramsey, Travis 
Ramsey, Tyler Roach, Craig Rodgers, Ron Russell, Corey Sells, Shirley, Signor Family, Orin Slack, Har-
old Smith, Roland Smith, Claire/Virgil Springer, Mary Staib, Terry Stoffer, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, 
Jess White, Brody Williams, Cerianna  Williamson, Carolyn/Hunter Wise/baby Logan, Dick Young, 

*Loss of Loved One:  Family/Dave Miller, Donna Neidig/Family, Sandy Jarvis/Family, Jeanie/Heather 
Dominik & Family, Steve/Family, Family/Sue Nastari, Family/Stella O’Brien, Family/Margaret Gotschall, 
Family/Kolten Brunner,  Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/Family, Gretchen (Kump) Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/
Family, Shirley & Steve Warth/Family, Family/Dave Bondurant, Bob Colloredo /Family, Diane Phillips/
Family, Family of Phil Kintigh Family/Irene LeMoine, Family/Danny Cruise, Bob Colloredo/Family, Family/
Linda Stalder, Barb Messner/Family, DS Cara Stultz-Costello/Family, Family/Frank Fleming, Family/
Cheryl Lovejoy, Family/Joan Dietrich, Family/Beth Berger, Family/Betty Buck, Family of Dolores Haas, 

*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines:  CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson, Matthew 
Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller, Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves), 
Logan Russo (Army), Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak, Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich  

Prayer is the burden of a sigh, 
The falling of a tear, an 
The upward glancing of an eye 
When none but God is near.        
James Montgomery 

I would like to thank every one for the get well cards and 
prayers when I had my foot surgery.  It is doing well and I 
have now moved to my sister's home in Hopkinton, Ma.  I am 
settling in and getting used to my new home.  If you would 
like to send me a note, the address is 35 Downey St, Hopkin-
ton, Ma 02748.  I hope to have a new church soon.  I will miss 
you all very much.  BUBBA  
 
Thanks for the flowers, prayer shawl, cards, prayers, food 
and funeral dinner.  Dale Cogan & Family 
 

To our church family.  Thank you to everyone who sent cards and especially your prayers during my 
time in the hospital and recovery at home.  It was so appreciated.  Chuck & Vernice Pearson 
 
Thanks for the “goody” package.  Rhys Davies 
 
I would like to thank the ladies of church for the beautiful red, white and gray shawl that was made for 
Jim.  He loved it and really loved the colors.  So nice that we can now take him out for a drive.  He loves 
the fresh air.  Bev Hazen  (Jim passed away on April 11th, after this thank you was received.) 

Condolences to: 
Linda Miller & Family on the passing of 

Linda’s son, Charles Fankhauser Jr.  
on April 6, 2021. 

 
Beverly Hazen & Family on the passing of 

Bev’s husband, Jim Hazen  
on April 11, 2021. 



May Birthdays 
1 Susan Hawk, Bryan Sanor, Kaylen Kotheimer 
2 Ashley Beaumarriage, Robert Kellogg,                    
 Pastor Jonathan Williams 
3 Quade Zeedrich, Aubrey Winters 
4 Patti Gotschall, Tana Hall, Dakota Ellis 
5 Tom Hart, Pat Malone, Sharlynn, Milliken,             
 Nathan Vaughan 
6 Paul Binnig 
7 Ben Albaugh, Ken Rogers, Lindsey Brust, Zoe Brust 
8 LeNay Malaska 
9 Rich Ridzon 
11 Liam Hertel, Benson Hertel 
12 Breyanne, Hillyer, Merle Vandegrift, Victoria White 
15 Tim Brust, Mary Jo Wyatt 
16 Gregg Hellyer 
17 Conor Freeland, Rick Stauffer 
18 Michalela Bryan 
19 Shanna Clemens, Nadia Wheeler, Tony Graybill 
20 Darren Milliken, Benjamin Whitmer 
21 Mallory Decker 
23 Scott Miller, Donna Rickels 
24 Bethany Newman 
26 John Phillips, Laura Wickersham, Ronnie Miller 
27 Ron Miller Jr., Teri Hollar, Emily Swope, Chanz Essick 
29 Shannon Davis 
31 Holly Binnig 

May Anniversaries 
May 4  Greg & Laurie Peach 
May 10 Richard & Barb Brown 
May 14 Drew & Olivia MacIntosh 
May 18 Chris & Jayme Debo 
May 20 Tom & Cheryl Hart  
May 23 Dirk & Carrie Hollar 
May 27  Kade & Denae Kotheimer 
May 28 Jared & Tiffany Fonner 

New Birthday 
Cody & Amie Fankhauser  

welcomed their new daughter  
Nora Evelyn on April 6, 2021.   

She is the sister to Hadley.   
Proud Grandparents are Sue & Dave Pallaye. 

Welcome Nora,  
and Happy Birthday! 

Special Care List  Let’s continue to brighten someone’s day!  Please reach out to these folks 
with a card or note.  Let’s shower them with TLC!   Thank you for caring for our Minerva UMC Family! 

Ruth Felger    St. Luke’s #115, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 

Dolly Lowry             St. Luke’s #205, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657 
Ellen Mary Kump     402 S. Market St., Minerva 44657 

Bob Colloredo   Canton Christian Home, 2550 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton 44709 
Paul & Diane Binnig  9205 Malibu Rd, Minreva 44657 
Steve & Shirley Warth  808 Grant Blvd, Minerva 44657 
Steve Warth   Green Meadows, 7770 Columbus Rd NE, Louisville 44641 
Jerry & Claudia Weber  521 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 
Larry Dietrich   124 W. First St., Minerva 44657 
John Milliken   809 Lynnwood Dr, Minerva 44657 
Jeff & Judy Mitzel   1051 Montero Rd., Carrollton 44615 
Linda Miller    9150 W. Southview, Minerva 44657 
Kay Stoffer    16435 Meadowville SE, Minerva 44657 
Ruby Gilliam   2024 Leisure Rd NW, Minerva 44657 
Lynne Unkefer   731 Allen Ave, Minerva 44657 
Donna Neidig  202 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657 
Bev Hazen   908 Stafford St., Minerva 44657 
Vernon & Lois Deininger 8096 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern 44644 
Gary Price   504 W. Plain St., Minerva 44657 
Virgil & Claire Springer 802 S. 15th St #1889, Sebring 44672 
Barbara Messner  5650 Grace Woods Dr. #104, Willoughby, OH 44094 
Mary Miller   22739 US 30, Minerva 44657 
Gerald Fallot  3959 Robertsville SE, Minerva 44657 
Bubba Morgan  35 Downey St., Hopkinton, MA 02748 
Dale Cogan   309 Murray Ave., Minerva, 44657 
Jim Hetrick   801 Ike St., Minerva 44657 



Our Produce/Food Distribution on April 8th served a  
total of 177 families with 521 family members.   

On these slower distribution days, I am hoping that the 
volunteers are getting to enjoy a little fellowship time 

with each other.  But it does make for more product to hit 
the freezer at St. Paul’s at the end of the morning.  This 

particular part involves loading the product that needs to stay frozen on-
to trucks or a trailer and hauled over to the freezer.  Several guys then 

have to unload it into the freezer there.  The morning of our next distribution, 
the guys will have to meet over there at 730am load all of that product back 

onto trucks or the church van and haul it back over here and unload onto pal-
lets again.  It is quite a process and can be very time consuming.  But with numbers being up and down 
like they have been recently it is very hard to plan how much we may need.  So we do end up with extra 

product sometimes.  I thank the volunteers for putting in this bit of extra work. 
I once again thank our wonderful crew of food volunteers for sticking with me in this outreach.  We are 
doing wonderful work together.  I am trusting that we are all in this with the right hearts to serve those 
less fortunate than we are.  I have said all along, that if we look at someone who comes for food and only 
see what they may be driving or think to ourselves that they really shouldn’t be here getting free stuff, we 
have to remember what we are doing for them that particular day, may be what is needed.  Maybe a kind 
word, or a “have a wonderful day”, or just making them feel that someone cares about them for just that 
few minutes, is what will get them through whatever their day may bring.  We have no idea what goes on 
in someone else’s life, or family, or home.  No idea what situation may be waiting when they get back.  I 
just remind each of you to try to be someone’s blessing on distribution day.  It will do each one of us 
some good.   Blessings, Cheryl 

Our next distribution is Thursday, May 13, 730am. 
 

CSFP 
Our Commodity Supplement Food Program (Senior Commodity Boxes) is continually 
looking for new applicants.  Qualifications are:  60yrs old or above, live in Stark or Carroll 
County, and meet income guidelines.  If you know of someone who may qualify and bene-
fit from this extra food help, have them give me a call in the church office.  Our list fluctu-
ates fairly regularly, plus we can have folks on a waiting list as well.   

Monthly Food Help is available  
at these locations: 

Tues, Wed, Thurs each week 12-3pm  
at the Salvation Army (train depot on Valley St.) 
 
2nd Thursday  9a-12p  
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC 
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available 
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940 
 
3rd Tuesday of the month 
Food give away @ True North Church, 5-630pm.  
  
4th Friday   
8am registration  9-11am distribution 
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
 
 

Our job is to love others 
without stopping to inquire 
whether or not they are 
worthy. That is not our busi-
ness and, in fact, it is no-
body's business. What we 
are asked to do is to love, 
and this love itself will ren-
der both ourselves and our 
neighbors worthy.         
Thomas Merton 

During the month of May,  

the Outreach Committee  
will be collecting donations of the following items for 

Personal Dignity Kits  
that get distributed to people in need during a time 

of crisis….hurricane, tornado, floods, etc.   
Below is the list of items needed for 1 kit, or you 

can donate a number of the same item to be used 
in  multiple kits.  As usual, cash donations are wel-

come if you would rather not shop. 
 
1      Hand towel (not kitchen towel) 
1 Wash cloth (not dish cloth) 
1 15-18oz shampoo 
1 2-3oz. Deodorant (stick, roll-on, or pump) 
1 Adult toothbrush in pkg. (no multi-packs) 
1 1-gal. size Ziploc bag 
1 3-4oz. Bar of soap 



Thank you!!! 
Thanks so much to everyone who helped with the Palm processional.  
 
Thanks to all those who helped with or participated in the Easter Youth Service. It was wonderful. 
 
Thanks to all who donated to the Egg Hunt or helped with the egg hunt. The kids had so much fun. 
 
Thanks to everyone involved in the pizza party and movie at the Roxy. It was fun. 

Church Business—Getting Back in the Groove! 
Since it has been so long since we have had anything actually scheduled in Wesley Hall, we may have 
gotten out of the habit of making the proper arrangements.  If you, your group, your class, your committee 
is wanting to use Wesley Hall, please don’t assume it is available to use.   If you have not contacted me in 
the church office to see if it is available, please do so, so you know if someone else has already requested 
the space.  Let’s be sure to follow the right lines of communication and avoid an awkward situation.   
 

Another bit of business, this time custodial business…..Until the COVID concerns are gone, 
if you have used tables and chairs in Wesley Hall please leave them where they are and the custodian will 
clean them.  Thank you 

M 

Family Fun Day………. 
Is tentatively being planned for this summer.  The date is August 7th, 10am –2pm.  We are 
looking for some folks that would be willing to plan and man a table (or at least help) at this 
event for Minerva UMC.  This would be a game or activity table.  If any of you have helped 
in the past and know what has been done before, please pass that information along to the 

church office.  Our church’s presence at this event is very important, so your 
help is vital and appreciated. 

It’s time to register for Summer Church Camp at one of the East Ohio Con-
ference Camps.  You can visit EOCSummercamps.org to view this year’s 
camp brochure.  The church will pay half up to $100 for your child’s camp 
fee if you are an active member of the Minerva UMC. 
 
 The Core Values of Camp are…                                                                                                 
*Transformation-at camp:  young people have the mental room to consider some of the most im-
portant issues of life and to discover the truth that God loves them and has an amazing plan for their lives. 
*Nature:  East Ohio Camps are set in some of the most beautiful spots in Ohio.  Campers explore 
nature, participate in new adventures and test their limits in a healthy environment surrounded by the beau-
ty of God’s creation. 
*Community:  In a setting separate from their daily routine, with an opportunity to shed the expecta-
tions and pressures of others, campers are freed up to truly be themselves. 
*Friendships:  Good friends who exert positive peer pressure can make all the difference in a kid ’s 
life.  Friendships with caring adults and other campers, forged through shared experience and the com-
pressed time at camp, can last a lifetime and provide a connection that helps young people navigate the 
challenges of life. 
*Mentors:  at camp caring adults, counselors and mentors help campers think through decisions 
and experiences in a way that will prepare them for their future. 

Camp  
Aldersgate Camp  

Asbury 

Camp 
Wanake 



The Heart of the Not So Perfect Mother…….. 
I know that I am not, all that you hoped I’d be. 
I stumble, I fall short, I haven’t wise eyes that see. 
I tried to do my best and hoped that I could be, 
Someone you could look up to and be proud to have on your family tree. 
 
I’ve tried my hardest to be a grandma your kids can love you see. 
But I think I also failed them along the way, a time or two or three. 
Even so dear child know that my love will be with you, 
…... like it or not….....for all eternity. 

Life doesn’t come with a manual. 
It comes with a mother. 

Happy  
Mother’s 

Day 
Being a mother means that your 
heart is no longer yours; it wan-
ders wherever your children do. 

Sometimes you’re silly and sometimes you’re weird, 
Occasionally I feel embarrassed and want you disappeared. 
Sometimes you annoy me and I yell and shout, 
And every now and then you make me pout. 
Often I say things to you which I don’t mean, 
And I might even act like a crazy drama queen. 
But no matter what happens or how I may act, 
My love and appreciation for you is an eternal fact! 

Mother is one to whom you hurry 
when you are troubled.”  
Emily Dickinson 

·  “You are far more precious than 
jewels.” —Proverbs 

Motherhood is the exquisite in-
convenience of being another 
person’s everything.”  

A mother understands 
what a child does not say.” 
—Jewish proverb 

Mothers hold their children’s hands for 
a short while, but their hearts forever. 

All that I ever am and hope to 
be, I owe to my angel mother. 
Abraham Lincoln 

“The influence of a mother in 
the lives of her children is be-
yond calculation.”  
James E. Faust 

There is no way to be a per-
fect mother, and a million 
ways to be a good one.” 
—Jill Churchill 

A mother is clothed with 
strength and dignity, laughs 
without fear of the future. 
When she speaks her words 
are wise and she gives in-
structions with kindness.”  
- Proverbs 

“A mother is a person 
who, seeing there are 
only four pieces of pie for 
five people, promptly an-
nounces she never did care 
for pie.”  

It’s not easy being a mother.  
If it were, fathers would do it.” 
—The Golden Girls 

“When your mother asks, 
‘Do you want a piece of ad-
vice?’ it’s a mere formality. It 
doesn’t matter if you answer 
yes or no. You’re going to get 
it anyway.” Erma Bombeck 

There is only one pretty child in 
the world, and every mother has 
it.” —Chinese Proverb 

“To the world, you 
are a mother, but 
to your family,  
you are the 
world.” 

It’s such a grand thing to be 
a mother of a mother—
that’s why the world calls 
her grandmother.”  

If nothing is going well, 
call your grandmother.” 
—Italian Proverb 

“A grandmother is a little bit 
parent, a little bit teacher, and a 
little bit best friend.”  

Grandmothers are the peo-
ple who take delight in 
hearing babies breathing 
into the telephone.”  

Nothing is really lost until your mom 
can’t find it.”  



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
930a Adult SS 
1030a Worship / 
Kid’s Sunday 
School 
 

3 4 
530p Community 
Dinner—Meal 
and a Message 

5 
9a Cards 
7p Bells 

6  
National Day of 

Prayer 
5p Service at Mt. 
Zion UMC 

7 8 

9  Mother’s Day 
930a Adult SS 
1030a Worship / 
Kid’s Sunday 
School 

10 11 12 
9a Cards 
7p Bells 

13 
9a Produce/Food 
Distribution  

14 15 

16 
930a Adult SS 
1030a Worship / 
Kid’s Sunday 
School 

17 18 
6p Trustees 
7p Administrative 
Council 

19 
9a Cards 
7p Bells 
 
 
7p Baccalaureate 
at the  High 
School 

20 21 
10-11am CSFP 
Distribution 
 
8p Minerva High 
School Gradua-
tion 

22 

23  Pentecost 
930a Adult SS 
1030a Worship / 
Kid’s Sunday 
School 

24 25 26 
9a Cards 
7p Bells 

27 28 29 

30 
930a Adult SS 
1030a Worship / 
Kid’s Sunday 
School 

31 Memorial Day 
 
The Building will 
be closed. 

     

The Meal and a Message Dinners have begun again.  Minerva UMC nor-
mally handles the dinner in October.  We are looking for someone to step up 
to be in charge of this outreach.   I have a few people who have offered to 
help.  But we do need someone to be in charge of meal prep and or-
ganizing the meal part of the event.   
It’s only once a year.  Will you step up? 

2
0
2
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