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J.R.R. Tolkien has many generations of fans. His books, which have been turned into movies, intrigue us
because they describe a journey, and more than that, one shared by an unlikely group of travelling companions. The journey those characters take together, as is true of so many other journeys, is only one part
of their lives. Sometimes a moment within that journey is the most exciting part of their life. Other moments could be the most memorable, emotional experience of their life. Or, like so many journeys that
people share in real life, most of it might be rather mundane. But as we reflect on those journeys – those
in the stories we love and our own – we are reminded time and again that what ultimately matters most is
not the distance travelled, the goals achieved, or even the villains vanquished.
What matters most in the end is the company we kept along the way.
Throughout Christian history, faithful people have gone on pilgrimages to visit holy sites. As they travelled,
they encountered others who would travel with them for a time, even if those travelling with them were not
actually heading to the same place. Whatever their individual destinations, while they were together, they
were a team whose primary purpose was to support each other and keep one another moving forward for
as long as their paths aligned.
We, like others before us in life and in stories, have journeyed through a challenging season together,
perhaps not as pilgrims heading toward the exact same destination, but as companions on our respective
journeys who have banded together to care for one another and keep each other moving forward and
safe. We have walked a strange, twisting path this past year. Where it took us may not have been where
we wanted to go, or even where we thought we could go, but we did. And as pilgrimages often do, we
have been transformed by our time together.
But we have reached the moment where my path parts from yours. In our time together, there was much
about who you are that I never got to discover, and perhaps the same is true in reverse. Circumstances
kept us from doing all we wanted to do together, and we are left to wonder about what might have been
had things been different, or what could have happened next. There are questions that will always be unanswered, but whether our paths ever cross again after I depart, we are connected by this journey that we
shared. We will each move forward, following the path that God calls us to walk, and journeying with
those whom God has sent to walk with us. And we will remember.
The Apostle Paul often began his letters by remembering those whose paths had crossed his own, lifting
a prayer of thanks for them. So, in that spirit, I thank God for all of you who walked through this year with
me. I thank you for your faithfulness and patience. Thank you for your care when I was grieving, your
courage when the way was rough, your candor, your compassion for those in need around you, and most
of all your company. Our time together has been fruitful in many ways, and I hope and believe that you
will continue to bear good fruit together in the years ahead, more even than you might think possible today.
I know that God, who called us to walk together, will continue to walk with you.
May you always be open to the Holy Spirit’s presence,
may you remember to look for the face of Christ in everyone you meet,
and may the love of Christ shine through your every word and action,
so that all who journey with you, even if just for a moment,
will know you are Christians by your love.
God be with you ‘til we meet again.
Pastor Jonathan L Williams, June 2021

*Recent Prayers: Steve Warth, Sue, Leroy Vandegrift,
Kaye Nightingale, Larry Bender, Ellie Bender, Helen Kintigh, Carol Shepherd, Kate, Keeley Family, Charles
Wheeler, Dustin Nennig
James Montgomery
*Continued Prayer: Pat Alexander, Amelia, Jackie Anderson, Sue Apple, David Baughman, Sharon Bennett,
Paul & Diane Binnig, Cathy Blitz, Jeff Burks, Annabelle Collins, Bob Colloredo, Sue Daulbaugh, John Davis, Patti Davis, Vernon & Lois Deininger, Jeff Dine, Chanz Essick, Gerald Fallot, Pam Farnsworth, Ruth
Felger, Pauline Green, Rachel Haas, Lee Hale, Connie/Charlie Hawkins, Jerry Haynam, Hazelynn, Jim
Hilverding, Lea Hough, Pastor Lee Iden, Isaac, Heather Jakacki, Jack/Sandy Jarvis, Jasper Jeffery, Paul
Kail, Jim Kienzle, Alvin Kinsey, Ellen Mary Kump, Laura/Family, Dolly Lowry, Linda, Madison, John Martin, Nicole McCarthy, Jim McCully, Dennis Miller, Linda Miller, Bubba Morgan, Harry Moyer, Lucas Murphy, Karla Newman, Greg Peach, Matthew Peters, Richard Phillips, Patricia Plott, Gary Price, Carol
Pugh, Travis Ramsey, Craig Rodgers, Frank Sanor, Kathy Saunier, Chris Simms, Claire/Virgil Springer,
Terry Stoffer, Sandi Wagner, Jerry Weber, Jeremy Wilks, Michele Wisneiski,
*Loss of Loved One: Donna Neidig/Family, Sandy Jarvis/Family, Steve/Family, Family/Sue Nastari,
Family/Margaret Gotschall, Family/Kolten Brunner, Pastor Jonathan & Nicole/Family, Gretchen (Kump)
Brothers/Family, Kay Stoffer/Family, Bob Colloredo /Family, Diane Phillips/Family, Family/Irene LeMoine,
Colloredo/Family, Family/Linda Stalder, Barb Messner/Family, DS Cara Stultz-Costello/Family, Family/
Frank Fleming, Family/Joan Dietrich, Family/Beth Berger, , Family of Dolores Haas, Jim Hetrick & Family,
Dale Cogan & Family, Linda Miller & Family, Bev Hazen & Family
*Our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen & Marines: CSM Jesse Clark (Fort Polk, LA), Lewis Gibson, Matthew
Kaser (Air Force), Dan Lutz, Eli Maurer (Coast Guard), Josh Miller, Russell Nero (Air Force Reserves),
Logan Russo (Army), Mitch Soles (Navy), John Stehulak, Regan Walton (Navy), Justin C. Zeedrich
Prayer is the burden of a sigh,
The falling of a tear, an
The upward glancing of an eye
When none but God is near.

PRAYER CHAIN If you wish to have someone put on the prayer chain, please contact the church
office and/or Jennie McClellan or Barb Brown with your request. Your request will be handled with great
care and will be passed along the chains and referred to the church office for email purposes.
Blessings to you all.

Condolences to

Dale Cogan & Family
Dale’s sister Norma Zwahlen
passed away May 2, 2021
Family of Madeline Keeley.
Madeline passed away on May 13, 2021.
She is the future mother-in-law
of Danielle Borsh-Vaughan

My family and I would like to thank each and every one for
all the prayers, cards and calls that we received during
Jim’s illness and since his passing. A special thanks to
Pastor Jonathan Williams. I received so many comments
on your wonderful service.
God Bless, Bev Hazen and Family.
To Minerva UMC,
Thank you for the use of your church Friday, May 7, 2021.
It was greatly appreciated.
Alfred Zwahlen, The family of Norma Zwahlen
I want to thank everyone for all the cards and prayers during the loss of my son, Chuckie.
God bless you all. Linda Miller & Family

New Member
May 23, 2021

Karen Wilson, who has been worshipping
with us for many years has now become an
official member of the Minerva UMC. Karen
joined by Profession of Faith.
Please take time to send her a note or officially welcome her in person on a Sunday
morning.

A card was received from Bubba Morgan.
Miss you and love to all! Bubba

June Birthdays
1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Taylor Rickels, Kenneth Briceland
Richard Waugh
Bethany Riemenschneider
Donna Kail, David Miller, Jeff Pearson,
Sawyer Basford
Buddy McNutt, Clayton Guest
Marissa Essick, Layne Rettig, Liz Wheeler
Carolynn Herstine, James O’Brien
Krissy Morton, Jim Smith, Joe Gotschall,
LynAnne Vucovich
Cynthia Davis, Cindy Sperry
Tiffany Fonner, Reece Warth
Kay Lewis, Steve Nightingale, Chris Debo
Louise Criss, Lane Hawk
Matt Kienzle, John Milliken
Zachariah Gonzalez
Crystal Kienzle
Bob Allmon, Russell Hilverding
Alec Cunningham, Alisha King, Kim Bush,
Sandy Mong
Stefany Winters
Beth Brawley, Todd Milliken, Molly Murphy
Jacob Hawk, Jesse Clark
Morgan Casto, Kyra Leggett, Bethany Newman
Ron Rocco, William Gilliam, Kelly Kellogg,
Jessica Wiley
Jim Cogan, Ron Hellyer, Aubree Holbrook
Tara Hilverding

Special Care List

June Anniversaries
June 1
June 3
June 6
June 8
June 9
June 9
June 10
June 10
June 14
June 15
June 16
June 18
June 18
June 21
June 21
June 24
June 26
June 26
June 28
June 30

Tom & Donna Rickels
Jim & Deb Albaugh
Don & Kathy Sanor
Greg & Suzette Burlingame
Jon & Hayley Holzworth
Ian & Valerie Gonzalez
Virgil & Claire Springer
Mike & Sarah Russo
Ken & Kay Lewis
Jeff & Holly Kibler
Bill & Mary Staib
Peter & Susan Fahey
Dean & Stefany Winters
Jim & Crystal Kienzle
Bobby & Karianne Havlicek
Joshua & Melissa Greene
Merle & Ginny Vandegrift
Dave & Sue Pallaye
Greg & Marisa Yitsis
Jim & Alicia Cogan

Let’s continue to brighten someone’s day! Please reach out to these folks
with a card or note. Let’s shower them with TLC! Thank you for caring for our Minerva UMC Family!
Ruth Felger
St. Luke’s #115, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657
Dolly Lowry
St. Luke’s #205, 4301 Woodale SE, Minerva 44657
Ellen Mary Kump
402 S. Market St., Minerva 44657
Bob Colloredo
Canton Christian Home, 2550 Cleveland Ave NW, Canton 44709
Paul & Diane Binnig
9205 Malibu Rd, Minreva 44657
Steve Warth
Green Meadows, 7770 Columbus Rd NE, Louisville 44641
Jerry & Claudia Weber 521 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657
Larry Dietrich
124 W. First St., Minerva 44657
John Milliken
809 Lynnwood Dr, Minerva 44657
Jeff & Judy Mitzel
1051 Montero Rd., Carrollton 44615
Linda Miller
9150 W. Southview, Minerva 44657
Kay Stoffer
16435 Meadowville SE, Minerva 44657
Ruby Gilliam
2024 Leisure Rd NW, Minerva 44657
Lynne Unkefer
731 Allen Ave, Minerva 44657
Donna Neidig
202 Murray Ave, Minerva 44657
Bev Hazen
908 Stafford St., Minerva 44657
Vernon & Lois Deininger 8096 Licking Rd. NW, Malvern 44644
Gary Price
504 W. Plain St., Minerva 44657
Virgil & Claire Springer 802 S. 15th St #1889, Sebring 44672
Barbara Messner
5650 Grace Woods Dr. #104, Willoughby, OH 44094
Mary Miller
22739 US 30, Minerva 44657
Gerald Fallot
3959 Robertsville SE, Minerva 44657
Bubba Morgan
35 Downey St., Hopkinton, MA 02748
Dale Cogan
309 Murray Ave., Minerva, 44657
Jim Hetrick
801 Ike St., Minerva 44657

Our job is to love others
without stopping to inquire
whether or not they are
worthy. That is not our busiThe delivery from the Akron/Canton Regional Foodbank was ness and, in fact, it is nofantastic for this distribution!
body's business. What we
We were a few volunteers short for this one, so I am so grate- are asked to do is to love,
ful for the extra work the volunteers put in. Once again this is an amazing
and this love itself will rengroup of people!
der both ourselves and our
Our next distribution day is Thursday, June 10th, 8am.
neighbors worthy.
Blessings, Cheryl
Thomas Merton

Our monthly Produce/Food Distribution on May 13th
saw a little increase in our numbers.
We served 189 families with 543 family members.

Remember that our monthly distribution is always on the 2nd Thursday of the month.
Upcoming dates for Produce/Food distribution are: June 10, July 8, August 12.
Upcoming dates for our CSFP Program are: June 18, July 16, August 20.
And our Emergency Pantry is available by appointment 330-868-4940

CSFP

Our Commodity Supplement Food Program (Senior Commodity Boxes) is continually looking
for new applicants. Qualifications are: 60yrs old or above, live in Stark or Carroll County, and meet income guidelines. If you know of someone who may qualify and benefit from this extra food help, have
them give me a call in the church office. Our list fluctuates fairly regularly, plus we can have folks on a
waiting list as well.

The Meal and a Message Dinners
have begun again. Minerva UMC normally
handles the dinner in October. We are looking for someone to step up to be in charge
of this outreach. I have a few people who
have offered to help. But we do need someone to be in charge of meal prep and organizing the meal part of the event.
It’s only once a year…. Will you step up?

Family Fun Day……….

Is planned for this summer. The date is
August 7th, 10am –2pm. We are looking
for some folks that would be willing to plan
and man a table (or at least help) at this
event for Minerva UMC. This would be a
game or activity table. If any of you have
helped in the past and know what has
been done before, please pass that information along to the church office.

Our church’s presence at this
event is very important, so your
help is vital and appreciated.

Monthly Food Help is available
at these locations:

Tues, Wed, Thurs each week 12-3pm
at the Salvation Army (train depot on Valley St.)
2nd Thursday 9a-12p
Free Produce Distribution at Minerva UMC
Emergency Pantry at Minerva UMC … available
by phone call or stop by, any day 330-868-4940
3rd Tuesday of the month
Food give away @ True North Church, 5-630pm.
4th Friday
8am registration 9-11am distribution
Food Distribution at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

The Church Secretary’s Office (this includes the
church custodian as well) will be closed the week of
June 13-June 20. If you have a prayer concern that
you would like to have on the prayer chain while I am
away, send me an email at minevaumc@frontier.com
and I will do my part to pass it along. If you need anything else while I am away, send me an email. I
promise I will check my email’s at least 2 times a
day. If it’s raining, I will maybe check it more than
that. :) Blessings Cheryl
PS…..For Sunday June 13 & June 20, please be
sure to take your bulletin with you after church as I
will not be here to clean them up on those Sundays.
Thank you!

No man stands taller than when
he stoops to help a child."
- Abraham Lincoln

Behind every great daughter
is an amazing father.

Guiding you through life will be my
greatest joy and my deepest challenge. I pray I am worthy of it for
you, my child."
"I cannot think of any
need in childhood as
strong as the need for
a father's protection."
My father didn’t do anything
unusual. He only did what
dads are supposed to do—
be there.”
Max Lucado

"When a father gives to his son,
both laugh; when a son gives to his
father, both cry."William Shakespeare

“You don’t have to deserve your
mother’s love. You have to deserve
your father’s. He’s more particular.”
—Robert Frost

Some superheroes don’t have
capes….they’re called dad.

“A dad is someone who
wants to catch you when
you fall. Instead he picks
you up, brushes you off
and lets you try again.” —
Unknown

"A father is someone you
should be able to look up to
no matter how tall you
grow."

"Dads are most ordinary men
turned by love into heroes,
adventurers, storytellers, and
singers of song."

Don’t just give them all the
things you wished you’d had,
instead teach them all the things
you wished you’d known.
“Grandpas bring a
little wisdom, happiness, warmth and
love to every life
they touch.” —
Unknown

"To a father growing
old nothing is dearer
than a daughter."
- Euripides
To a small child, the
perfect granddad is
unafraid of big dogs
and fierce storms, but
A daughter needs a absolutely terrified of
the word boo.”
dad to be the
standard against
which she will
judge all men.

The best days in life are neither before me nor behind me. They are
beside me, with you, dear child."
"I've said it before, but it's absolutely true:
My mother gave me my drive, but my father
gave me my dreams. Thanks to him, I could
see a future."
- Liza Minnelli
A great father is no great man
unless his child respects him."
Becoming a dad means you have to
be a role model for your son and be
someone he can look up to.

The Memorial Committee, the music department, the Outreach program and the
Education Committee

would like to thank the family of Mae Rutledge for
their recent donations to the Church. Mae was a
faithful member of the Minerva United Methodist
Church. Her family has donated money to buy the
Education Department 2 dry erase boards and a
SmarTV on a cart. These will enable our Sunday
School teachers to educate our youth for years to
come.
They also donated money to the Outreach program
and our music program.

Father’s Day Continued
Proverbs 22:6: " Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old
they will not turn from it."
Proverbs 23:24: " The father of a righteous child has great joy; a man who fathers a wise son
rejoices in him."
Psalm 32:7-8: " You are my hiding place; you will protect me from trouble and surround me
with songs of deliverance."
Luke 15:20: " But while he was still a long way
off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms
around him and kissed him."
Malachi 4:6: " He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts of the children
to their fathers."
Joshua 24:15: " As for me and my household, we
will serve the Lord."
Proverbs 3:3-4: " Let love and faithfulness never
leave you; bind them around your neck, write them
on the tablet of your heart. Then you will win favor
and a good name in the sight of God and man."

Church Business—Getting Back in
the Groove!

Since it has been so long since we have had
anything actually scheduled in Wesley Hall,
we may have gotten out of the habit of making
the proper arrangements. If you, your group,
your class, your committee is wanting to use
Wesley Hall, please don’t assume it is available to use. If you have not contacted me in
the church office to see if it is available,
please do so, so you know if someone else
has already requested the space. Let’s be
sure to follow the right lines of communication
and avoid an awkward situation.

Sun

6
930a Adult SS
1030a Worship
1030a Kid SS

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

4

Sat

1
530p Minerva
Community Dinner—Meal & a
Message

2
9a Cards

3

5
Wesley Hall Reserved

7

8

9
9a Cards

10
11
9a Monthly Produce/Food Distribution

12

14

15
5-630p True
North’s distribution

16
9a Cards

17

19

Wesley Hall Reserved

13
930a Adult SS
1030a Worship
1030a Kid SS

18
10-11a CSFP
Distribution

Pastor Jonathan Annual Conference———————————
Church Secretary/Custodian Vaca———————————————————————————————————
20 Father’s Day 21
930a Adult SS
1030a Worship /
Pastor Jonathan’s
last Service
1030a Kid SS

22

23
9a Cards

29
Pastor Moving
Day

30
9a Cards

Church Secretary/Custodian Vaca
27
930a Adult SS
1030a Worship
1030a Kid SS

28
Pastor Moving
Day

24

25
9-1130a St.
Paul’s distribution

26

